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Sixth Form Prospectus

Introduction by the Head Boy
Unlike most of the students in The Harefield Academy Sixth Form, I came
from another school. Having left my old school not knowing where to go or
what to do, I found out about The Harefield Academy and got in contact with
them. Following an interview, I was enrolled onto the A Level programme. I
quickly settled in and came to see The Academy and its staff as dedicated
and resourceful. The Teachers quickly gave me a new attitude to work,
assignments and deadlines.
I never thought I would have been able to say that I love going to school, but
here it would be wrong not to. I have never been to a school where the staff is
so ready to help, the students are willing to learn and the atmosphere quickly
makes you feel like you’ve joined a family. In my eyes The Harefield Academy
is next to none and many academy and schools alike will struggle to keep up
with their standards and achievements. Both myself and my mum have said
it over the past two years, and I’m sure I won’t ever change my mind, coming
to The Harefield Academy was one of the best decisions of my life so far and I
know I will sorely miss it once I have left. The school offers great opportunities
to both students and parents alike and I would highly recommend it!

Introduction by the Head Girl
Having been part of the academy since it began, I am extremely proud to
now be the Head Girl here. I am currently studying in my second year of
A Levels. Throughout my school years not only have my academic skills
flourished, but my leadership skills have also blossomed. For 5 years I have
been part of the Heroes programme, in which we aim to create a friendly
and caring school environment. This has enabled me to empathise with
the younger years, whilst hosting various workshops and assemblies with
confidence. I have also been given the opportunity to join the Student
Support Programme, in which I attend a year 7 lesson every week to support
those who need it. Not only do both of these look fantastic on my CV and
personal statement, it also gives me a great sense of personal achievement
to know that I am enhancing another pupil’s academic experience.
These are just a few examples of the many opportunities that the THA 6th
Form consistently offers, and I feel that this sets the THA 6th Form apart from
others. We’re a close-knit bunch, allowing students to gain a strong rapport
with the staff and the fellow pupils. I feel confident in knowing that help is
always available to me, regardless of whether it is an academic or personal
matter. I have thoroughly enjoyed my time in the 6th Form – I’ve made
memories and friendships that will stay with me forever – and also gained
some handy qualifications along the way!
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Academy

An
Introduction
from the
Principal
I am very pleased to
write the introduction
to the Sixth Form
Prospectus, as a
thriving and dynamic
Year 12 and 13, it is
very much part of the
vision of The Harefield
Academy.
We aim to offer courses
that will allow all students to flourish following
a successful Year 11. Our successful students
are those who work hard, are involved in extracurricular activities and support the community.
Our course offer increasingly recognises the
wide range of interests of our students and their
aspirations. We aim to offer “something for
everyone” from the Oxbridge student to those
who will enter the world of work following Sixth
Form. All of our students are important and each
will be given care and support.
As we look forward to the further development of
our site, with the addition of the boarding house,
our students will enjoy a high level of teaching
and access to excellent facilities.
The Sixth Form of 2011 will join us following the
successes of the first six years of The Harefield
Academy. We have no doubt that our Sixth Form
will continue to grow from strength to strength!
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Interview with Former Student

Ben Hooson-Jones
What did you like about
the THA 6th Form?

What Would You Say to a
Prospective Year 11 Student?

I enjoyed the feeling of being treated like an adult.
I felt respected by the staff and I could approach
anyone for help without fear or embarrassment.

It is easy to become complacent about
the school that you go to and many
year 11 students want to leave at the
end of their GCSEs and go somewhere
else for their 6th Form. However,
now I realise I was right to stay on.
I have visited a lot of schools as part
of my job and THA for me is one
of the top. Life is what you make
it, give yourselves more options.
Don’t just look at the courses on
offer, look at the extras and take
advantage of them!

What Are You Doing Now?
I was asked to join the company Humanutopia,
who have run the ‘Heroes’ programme within the
Academy for the past 6 years. I was one of the first
students to become a ‘hero’ and I helped launch
the ‘Heroes’ idea into other schools while still a
student at THA. University wasn’t for me. I wanted
to do something different with my life. Following
my A Levels, I was approached by Humanutopia to
be the first Student Ambassador that they wanted
to employ as a Co-Facilitator. I now travel the
country working with schools and companies to fix
the education system from the inside. I have also
become the first Co-Facilitator to work for Camp
America. My hopes for the future are to continue to
work for Humanutopia and become more senior.
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Interview with Former Student

Ciara McGrath

How Did We Help You Achieve?

How Did We Help You Achieve?

THA helped me to achieve by realising the
importance in the extra-curricular experiences that
they could offer me. I was of course expected to
achieve in my A Levels but I was entrusted to take
on more responsibilities outside of the classroom,
such as in the Hero & SSP programmes. These extra
incentives helped to build my confidence and selfbelief and there is no way I would have been offered
my new role if I had gone to another 6th Form.

The teachers are incredibly supportive! When I went
to the European Acro-Gymnastics Championships
in 2007; the teachers would email me work to do so
I was never behind. Teachers would do extra work
after school, go over and over essays that we had
done! Meet up with us in the half terms at coffee
shops to go through work with us! Examiners would
come in and help, extra books in the library, so we
always had resources. Overall, the teachers would
try and make you feel as confident as you could be!
At THA, they do teach you the knowledge needed
to pass, but more importantly they teach you how
to prepare for an exam.

What Did You Like About
the THA 6th Form?
Having the pastoral staff there all the time! They
can help with applications for university (UCAS),
perfecting personal statements, and just to talk
about everything! It is a small sixth form so you
do receive more attention! You are prepared well
for university and always shown the other options
too, such as gap years!

What Are You Doing Now?
I decided I wanted to have a gap year to work
and get more qualifications for gymnastics, e.g.
coaching and judging! I am going to Roehampton
University to study Primary Education in Autumn
2011! Also, because of the assemblies that we had
during my time in the Sixth Form, I have been
inspired to go travelling with a gap year experience
company, before I go off to university!

What Would You Say to a
Prospective Year 11 Student?
Just to think about what is best for you! THA
was ideal for me because I was an elite gymnast
training 32 hours a week, but also because I was
academic as well and wanted to do A levels.
Teachers within the school knew how hard it
was for me to juggle both and were even more
encouraging and supportive. So, THA does cater
for people involved in sport, academics and both!
Overall, THA have a wide variety of talented
people employed here, which creates such a good
atmosphere within the academy.
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About the
Sixth Form
Student Courses

Student Support

The courses outlined in this prospectus are
designed to meet the needs of all students,
regardless of ability. A number of vocational
courses are being offered this year alongside the
more traditional subjects. The requirements for
each subject, where applicable, vary, and can be
found within the specific subject details.

As most sixth form teaching groups are small,
your progress will be monitored carefully and
support provided by staff where necessary. Staff
will also provide support for applications to
university and future employment to ensure a
successful outcome.

Student Life
As a student in The Harefield Academy Sixth
Form, you will spend approximately 20 hours
each week studying your chosen subjects. The
remaining 5 hours each week will be spent
on private study and community service. The
facilities for sixth form students are second to
none with a large and comfortable Post 16 area
including ICT provision for sixth form students
only. The expectation of you as a sixth former is
that you are a role model for younger students
in The Academy. Within your Academic Tutor
Group you will be able to assist younger students
with their work and give advice when appropriate
during Personalised Learning Sessions. You
will also be given the opportunity to develop
your leadership and enterprise skills by leading
Academy events and developing The Academy’s
‘Student Voice’.

The Gym
The Academy’s Gym facilities are available to all
of The Harefield Academy Sixth Form students,
provided that they have completed the induction
programme and that the Gym is not being used
for lessons.

You have developed
the sixth form into
a passionate and
wonderful group of
young people!
Parent
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So Why
Choose The
Harefield
Academy for
your Post 16
Experience?
As you begin to plan the next step of your learning
journey, you need to consider a place of study
which is right for you. Our aim is for every student
to achieve to the best of their ability. We are keen
for students to make progress but we are always
looking to identify student potential. It’s not
just about academic success, students need to
be challenged in other ways, to grow spiritually,
experience new friendship groups and be able to
consider wider social issues in a mature way.
Through our stimulating and friendly environment
you will be given the opportunity to be an informed
and reflective citizen. Post 16 life is rich and
rewarding. You are ambassadors for the school with
high expectations placed on you. You are expected to
be role models for younger students, setting a good
example by way of appearance, dress, behaviour and
with positive attitudes to learning.
We are committed to supporting our students
in the wider field of fostering cultures and social
awareness, developing leadership skills and
embracing independent learning. You will be
supported in choosing a course that is right for you.
High quality teaching will inspire you and feed your
ambition and enthusiasm.
If this sounds like the Post 16 experience you are
looking for, then we look forward to receiving your
application and welcoming you on board to our
motivated and exciting Post 16 programme.
Carmel Brady & Claire Fitzgerald – The Post 16 Team
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Post 16 Life Outside
of the Classroom
As a Sixth Former you will be offered other
opportunities to learn and develop beyond the
classroom. These extra-curricular activities should
be taken advantage of as much as possible to
expand on your experiences and help to build your
lifelong skills.

Young Enterprise
Young Enterprise is a nationally run scheme that is
offered to all students at THA, whether they study
business or not. The scheme allows students to
set up and run their own business. The students
will raise their own capital to begin the process
and can split the profits once the company
makes them. The scheme encourages students to
become entrepreneurial and independent as well
as to work well as a team.

THA Vibe
THA Vibe is The Academy’s podcast radio station,
originally set up as a Young Enterprise company.
The scheme was so popular; it is now run by
the Sixth Form in conjunction with the Media
department and volunteers from years 10 and
11. The Vibe produces podcast shows which can
be played during students’ Personalised Learning
time. Anyone can make a request, including the
staff and the podcasts are also used to advertise
and promote Academy events.
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Student Support Programme
(SSP)
All Sixth Formers are expected to use one of their
study sessions per week to assist a teacher in their
classroom. Students are allowed to pick which
subject, which teacher and which year group they
work with. Sixth Formers may be asked to work
with an entire class or provide specialist support
to individual students. SSP is flexible and can be
used by Sixth Formers to run their own afterschool club or PL activity based on a hobby of
their own, such as sign language.

Work Experience
All Sixth Formers complete up to 10 days of work
experience as part of their course. AS students
complete their placement at the end of Year 12.
Sporting Excellence students complete their
placement in Year 13. Students are expected
to find their own placements. However, The
Academy can offer assistance where needed.

Community Work
Sixth Formers are expected to assist the staff of
The Academy as best they can, by giving tours,
assisting at PL/Assembly and volunteering for
school events, such as the Year 6 Prospective
Parents’ evening and the OAP Christmas Tea Party.

An institution that
not only educates
but listens to the
pupils. I’m very
impressed!
Parent

YASS
YASS stands for the Young Applicant in Schools
and Colleges Scheme. YASS is an Open University
programme that allows academically gifted and
talented students in Years 12 & 13, to study a
wide range of undergraduate 1st year modules
alongside their Post 16 course. The programme
encourages students to hone their independent
learning skills as well as build their confidence.
Participation can of course help when applying
for Higher Education and employment.
Completion of modules can also provide extra
credit points which can be transferred towards
a future degree. As the modules on offer are so
diverse, students can choose modules that follow
an outside interest or prepare them for a future
degree/career. A personal mentor will help to
guide you through the process of applying and
completing the modules.
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Boarding at
The Harefield Academy
Our new state-of-the-art building, with 50
boarding places, will be opened in July 2011 ready
for the new term in September. There will be
a mixture of single and double en-suite rooms
with some triple rooms for younger students. The
Boarding House will have Wi-Fi access, TV rooms
and a range of fully equipped social spaces. We
aim to create bedrooms that are individual to each
boarder and offer a home from home.
It will be staffed by experienced personnel
who will seek to support boarders with their
schoolwork along with any other pastoral issue
whether that be medical or personal. Our chef will
provide all meals 7 days per week in term time.
At the weekend, students will have an opportunity
to partake in visits to the cinema, theatre, visit
family and friends or join in with local clubs
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and societies. The whole range of sports offered
at The Harefield Academy will be available to
Boarders. During the early evening, support will
be provided to assist with the study of A Level and
BTEC assignments. Students will have a unique
experience that will enhance all areas of their lives.
We hope that students will relish the opportunities
on offer and play an active role in the life of The
Academy, the local village and beyond.
At Post 16 level we are keen to attract students
that would benefit from boarding to join with the
growing interest from younger students.
If you require more information please contact Dr
Bassill at The Harefield Academy or send an e-mail
to pbassill@theharefieldacademy.org requesting
further information.

The Academy
works hard to
treat each student
as an individual
and to meet their
particular needs!
Ofsted

Additional
Courses
on Offer
As part of our planned consortium arrangements
with a number of other institutions, we are hoping
to offer the following courses in addition to those
already detailed in the brochure:
• Art
• Chemistry
• History
• Photography
• Physics
• Psychology
Please note, other courses may be offered outside
of this list and those included in the booklet are
subject to sufficient demand. It is envisioned that
the institutions used will be local to The Academy
and transport will be provided by The Academy to
any off-site classes.
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BTEC
National

Travel & Tourism
Why Should I
Study This Subject?
Travel and Tourism is a growing commercial market
and this course will provide specialist vocational
training that can be taken straight into employment
or for further study at university. You will develop your
research skills and learn how tourism has expanded
through the development of the internet and the use
of new marketing mediums. This is a 2 year course.

What Will I Study?
The course covers the components of the
travel and tourism industries, customer service,
marketing and looks for the student to arrange a
travel and tourism event. In the final part of the
course you are expected to carry out a work based
project. Of the 6 units studied, 3 are core and 3
are specialist units.

How Will I Be Assessed?
100% coursework. All students will be expected to
complete a portfolio of work that will be assessed
both internally and externally.

Exam Board
Edexcel, further information can be found at:
www.edexcel.com/quals/nat/travel/travel/
Pages/default.aspx

What Can I do Next?
Further qualifications in the same field, careers
in the travel and tourism industries, areas where
customer service and marketing play a key part,
along with careers in the leisure world.

What Grades Will I Need?
6 A* - C GCSE grades.
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GCE

Business
Studies
Why Should I
Study This Subject?
Business Studies will help you develop a critical
understanding of organisations, the markets
they serve and the process of adding value. You
will be able to study business behaviour from
the perspectives of a range of stakeholders.
You will become aware of the economic,
environmental and ethical issues associated
with business activity.

What Will I Study?
At AS, students will study the following units:
Unit 1: Planning and Financing a Business
Unit 2: Managing a Business
At A2, students will consider strategies for larger
businesses and how managers might measure
the performance of the business. Finally, the A2
considers the effects that external factors can
have on businesses and how a business can plan
for and manage change, including leadership style
and change in business culture. The following
units that will be studied at A2 are:
Unit 3: Strategies for Success
Unit 4: The Business Environment and Change

How Will I Be Assessed?
100% Examination

Exam Board
AQA, further information can be found at:
web.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/business/business_
materials.php?id=05&prev=05

What Can I do Next?
The subject is well-suited to those who want to
pursue further study or a career in accountancy,
management studies and business.
It is also likely to appeal to those interested in
journalism or the legal profession.

What Grades Will I Need?
8 GCSE grades A*- C. Students need at least
a grade B in both English Language and
Mathematics to progress onto this course.
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GCE

Drama &
Theatre Studies
Why Should I
Study This Subject?
Drama & Theatre Studies will deepen and develop
your performing, directing and analytical skills in
almost equal measure. Throughout the course
you will improve your skills in performing. You will
experience a wide variety of theatre and develop a
more informed appreciation of how and why it was
written and/or performed. As well as experiencing
a wide range of Theatre Trips which include visits
to The Globe Theatre and the National Theatre we
also run an annual trip to New York where we enjoy
the full Broadway experience. Students who study
Drama and Theatre Studies have gone on to study a
range of Degree Courses is subjects such as Drama,
Fashion Design and Creative Media.

What Will I Study?
Unit 1: Exploration of Drama & Theatre - 30%
of AS (Coursework and Practical Activities)
In this unit you will be introduced to two contrasting
plays. You will also look at the work of some famous
theatre directors and theatre companies. This Unit
will be assessed through Coursework and Practical
Activities undertaken in lessons.
Unit 2: Text in Performance - 70% of AS
(External Performance Exam)
In this unit you will perform a role in a production
of a play. In preparation for this unit you will take
part in workshops that will help you to develop your
performance skills. You will also be required to perform
a monologue or duologue. The final performance will be
assessed by an external examiner who will attend one
of the performances alongside an invited audience.
Unit 3: Devising - 40% A2 (Coursework and
Internal Performance Exam)
Your task will be to become a Theatre Company
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and produce a piece of live Theatre aimed at a
target audience. At the heart of this unit is the
response to and exploration of a stimulus, theme,
issue or play, and how that may be shaped and
developed into an original piece of live theatre.
Unit 4: Theatre Text in Context - 60% of A2
(External Written Exam)
For this unit you are required to complete a 2.5
hour written paper where you will demonstrate
your analytical and evaluative skills in relation
to two different Theatre time periods. For one
section of the exam you are required to write
about a live Theatre experience that you have
had and be able to compare and contrast the
contemporary performance, with how the play
would have been staged in original conditions.

Exam Board
Edexcel further details can be found on the
following website: www.edexcel.com/quals/gce/
gce08/drama/Pages/default.aspx

What Can I do Next?
Further study in Drama, Theatre Studies and
Performing Arts in Higher Education or at HND
level. It can then lead to a career in any of the
performing arts industries. Drama and Theatre
Studies at Advanced level is useful in building
confidence and improving presentation skills — a
benefit for most careers.

What Grades Will I Need?
8 GCSE grades A*- C. Students need at least a grade
B in English Language to progress onto this course.

GCE

English
Why Should I
Study This Subject?
English is a subject that opens doors to a wealth
of lifelong skills such as written and spoken
communication and working independently. It is
a highly valued A Level to have and is universally
respected by both universities and employers.
Students of English Literature will find that the
skills and experiences that they have on this
course will be beneficial to their studies in other
areas, as well as introduce them to some classic
and contemporary literature.

What Will I Study?
This subject enables students to explore a wide
range of drama, poetry and prose from past and
present, our own and other cultures. You will
respond to these texts in analytical and creative
ways and will be assessed through coursework
and exams. You will develop high quality
communication skills and an ability to be creative
and analytical. These skills are widely transferable
for both higher education and employment. 70%
examination on 1 module: 4 texts 30% coursework
assessment on 1 module: 2 texts.

What Can I do Next?
The AS course is divided into two modules
which will include the study of 2 novels (‘The
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time’
by Mark Haddon and ‘The Great Gatsby’ by F.
Scott Fitzgerald) and 2 set poets (Tennyson and
Browning). Coursework is based on the genre of
tragedy (one is a Shakespeare) and this produces
2 essays.
The A2 course is also divided into two modules
which include the practical criticism of unprepared
texts on a selected theme. Four further texts are
explored in context: Shakespeare’s Measure for
Measure and the poetry of Geoffrey Chaucer. For
coursework, students can choose two texts (one
in prose) with a variety of literary links and write
about these connections.

What Grades Will I Need?
8 GCSE grades A*- C. Students are required to
have at least a B grade at GCSE to study English
Literature at A Level.

Exam Board
AQA, further details can be found on the following
website: web.aqa.org.uk
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GCE

The Sixth Form
is well managed
and led, and
the capacity for
further growth and
improvement
is good.
Ofsted

Extended Project
Why Should I
Study This Subject?
The Extended Project gives students the
opportunity to have more control over their studies
than ever before. Students can choose to study
a further aspect of a subject they’re studying, or
another subject, or simply choose a topic they have
an interest in. The Extended Project is worth up to
70 UCAS points at AS Level and can be used to top
up a student’s UCAS points total, as well as help to
prepare a student for a specific Degree/career.

What Will I Study?
The Extended Project is compiled of 100%
coursework and the student has total creative
control over what subject they choose and how
they want to carry out the project. The finished
project can be a written report, a performance,
a piece of art, a computer programme, a design/
prototype, a community project, a CD or DVD, or
even a piece of creative writing.
All Students have to:
• Choose a subject to study
• Complete a production log to document the
production process
• Plan, research and carry out their project
• Prepare a presentation on the outcome
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Students are assessed on the following Criteria:
• Ability to manage the project
• Use of resources/research
• Ability to develop and realise
• Review & evaluation skills

Exam Board
AQA, further details can be found on the
following website: web.aqa.org.uk/over/qual/
extendedproject.php

What Grades Will I Need?
Students will complete this project alongside their
main Level 3 course, whether that is the A Levels
or a BTEC qualification. The project highlights the
student’s ability to work on a project on their own,
and the skills that are developed as a result. The
Extended Project could be considered like a ‘mini
dissertation’, but is worth extra UCAS points too.
Shrewd students could use the Extended Project
to appeal to their chosen Degree course. For
example, prospective teachers could look into the
improvement of lesson plans, etc.

GCE

Human Biology
Why Should I
Study This Subject?

How Will I Be Assessed?

Human Biology at AS Level encourages students to
learn more about the human body and its biology.
Students will learn about diet, disease, DNA,
genetics, variation, mutation and natural selection.

80% examination of modular units,
20% coursework

What Will I Study?

AQA further details can be found on the
following website: web.aqa.org.uk/qual/
gce/science/human_biology_noticeboard.
php?id=03&prev=03

AS
Unit 1: The Body and Its Diseases
Unit 2: Humans — Their Origins and Adaptations
Unit 3: Investigative and Practical Skills
A2
Unit 4: Bodies and Cells In and Out of Control
Unit 5: The Air we Breathe, the Water we Drink, the
Food we Eat
Unit 6: Investigative Practical Skills in A2 Human
Biology A2 Level takes the study of cells further to
their mechanisms of control, including aspects of
the role of genes. It examines the impact of human
activity on the environment, other populations and
natural selection.

Exam Board

What Can I do Next?
A range of careers and higher education courses in
medicine, veterinary science, dentistry, optometry,
physiotherapy, pharmaceutical and forensic science.

What Grades Will I Need?
8 GCSE grades A*- C with at least a grade A in
English and Mathematics and a grade A or above
in Core and Additional Science, or Triple Science or
GCSE Science.
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OCR
National

OCR Level 3 ICT
Why Should I
Study This Subject?
The OCR Nationals in ICT Level 3 offer students
a more in-depth look at ICT in the modern
workplace, and give an insight into its role in
specialist careers. As an alternative to Applied GCE,
or similar exam-based courses, these qualifications
provide on-going learning and assessment of the
practical skills and knowledge required to succeed
in ICT-related careers.

What Will I Study?
Most students will complete the Certificate
over 2 years which is equivalent to 1 A level. The
qualification is made up of 4 compulsory units
and 2 optional units.
Compulsory Units:
Unit 1 – Digital Business Communication
learn how to use ICT in effective business
communications
Unit 2 – Collaborative Working
build knowledge and understanding of
collaboration as skill in ICT-related projects
Unit 3 – Problem Solving
learn techniques to analyse and interpret
numerical data
Unit 4 – Creating a Digital showcase
teaches the skills required to develop an
interactive media product to showcase an event
or situation
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Optional Pathways:
Non-specialist – Spread sheets, Database, DTP
and ICT work experience
Creative Specialist – Photography, video,
Animation, Games
Website specialist – Authoring, Hosting, database
for e-commerce, internet
Business enterprise specialist – Project
Management, e-marketing, e-commerce.

How Will it be Assessed?
100% coursework-moderated on site by an
external moderator

Exam Board
OCR, further information can be found at:
www.ocrnationals.com/level-3.php

What Can I do Next?
Many professions require the skills acquired on
this course. The subject specific knowledge will
be a sound basis for many specialised careers and
further education courses in ICT.

What Grades Will I Need?
8 GCSE grades A*- C with good grades in
English Language and Mathematics. No ICT
qualification is required but a good knowledge and
understanding of ICT processes is preferred.

GCE

Maths
Why Should I
Study This Subject?
There are many reasons why people choose
to study A Level Mathematics. It might be a
requirement for what you want to study at
university. Since maths is one of the most
traditional subjects a good grade in maths can
boost an application for almost every course!
Studies have also shown that people with Maths
A Level also tend to earn more on average than
people without it. Though this itself may or may
not be a good enough reason to study maths, the
skills it allows you to develop include problem
solving, logic and analysing situations. Add in
the improvements to your basic numeracy skills
and that bit of creativity needed to solve maths
problems and you’ve got yourself a set of skills
which would make you more desirable for almost
any job! Finally, you might also really like maths
- this is as good a reason as any to continue
studying it. If you study something you enjoy you
are likely to do better at it. With maths there is the
excitement of new discoveries you will make. You
will see more of the beauty of it and realise just
how much everything in the universe is connected
to mathematics.
The bottom line is, maths is an amazing subject
to have at A Level and provided you have a solid
understanding of the GCSE concepts before you
start, alongside some perseverance and effort, you
should be able to do well.

What Will I Study?
Year 1: Core 1, Core 2 & either Mechanics 1 or
Statistics 1
Year 2: Core 3, Core 4 & either Mechanics 1 or
Statistics 1 or Mechanics 2 or Statistics 2

How Will it be Assessed?
Each of the modules is assessed by an exam only.

Exam Board
Edexcel, for further details:
www.edexcel.com/quals/gce/gce08/maths

What Can I do Next?
Many university courses such as physics,
psychology, economics, computing, engineering
and business studies prefer students to have A
Level maths if possible. Having A level maths is a
great signal to any employer that you can think
logically, work hard and have a great level of
numerical skill.

What Grades Will I Need?
8 GCSE grades A*- C. Students are required to have at
least an A grade at GCSE to study maths at A Level.
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National

Media Production
(Television & Film)
Why Should I
Study This Subject?

UNIT 3: Research Techniques for Creative Media
Industries – you will learn how to research using
There are three main reasons why you
various methods.
could choose media.
Year 2: Optional Units
1. Studying the media links to almost every
UNIT 16: Film and Video Editing Techniques – you
subject you have already covered in your
learn how to edit video footage.
secondary education.
UNIT 22: Single Camera Techniques – you will learn
2. If you are creative and want to work in the
the essential skills for using a video camera.
media industry this course will help you develop
UNIT 26: Film Studies – you will learn how films are
the practical skills necessary to contribute to a
variety of media products (films, magazines, radio created and how to analyse them.
shows, websites, etc.)
UNIT 29: Music Video Production – you will learn
the purpose and art of making music videos.
3. You should study media because the media
goes to great lengths to study you!

What Will I Study?
The qualification is structured into 3 mandatory
units (ones that you must do) and at least 4
optional units (ones that you can choose to do).
Year 1: Mandatory Units
UNIT 1: Pre-production Techniques for Creative
Media Production – you will learn how to plan a
media project.
UNIT 2: Communication Skills for Creative Media
Production – you will develop communication skills.
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How Will it be Assessed?

Each unit has 3 to 4 learning outcomes which are
assessed against DISTINCTION (Grade A), MERIT
(Grade C) and PASS (Grade E) grades. There are
no formal exams… but there are assignments with
corresponding tasks that are linked to the course
grading criteria. For most of the units you will
have to submit evidence of your knowledge and
understanding, in various forms such as, reports,
presentations, essays and finished media products
(films, scripts, documentaries, etc.)

GCE

Philosophy
Why Should I
Study This Subject?
Philosophy involves exploring religions, religious
practices, ideas, beliefs and the influence of
these on behaviour. It examines different ways of
looking at life and helps people to reflect on their
experiences, their relationships and the world
around them.

What Will I Study?
Exam Board
The exam board for this course is Edexcel.
Further information can be found at:
www.edexcel.com

What Can I do Next?
The Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary
Diploma in Creative Media Production
offers progression opportunities into
employment within the Creative Media
sector. The qualification also provides
opportunities for progression to Level 4
and 5 BTEC qualifications and other Higher
Education qualifications.

What Grades Will I Need?
8 GCSE grades A*- C. You will need C or above
in GCSE English and/or GCSE Media. This
qualification is normally taken as a part of an
A Level programme. Students will usually take
one BTEC Subsidiary Diploma in place of one
A Level. You will also need to commit to an
additional 4 hours of study per week.

On one level it tries to make sense of such
ultimately unanswerable questions as: Why
am I here? How can I be happy? Why is there
suffering in the world? At another level it can help
address those issues which face each and every
one of us today: Are we ‘playing God’ with the
universe? Should we have any guiding principles
which govern the rapid advances in medicine
and science – e.g. the use of biotechnology? It is
also a valuable way of reflecting on how religious
beliefs and values have had such a lasting effect
on societies all over the world.

How Will it be Assessed?
100% examination through module exams.

Exam Board
OCR, further details can be found at:
www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/gce/hss/
rs/index.html

What Grades Will I Need?
8 A*- C GCSE Grades, including a minimum of a
B in English Language.
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BTEC
National

Sporting
Excellence Scheme
Why Should I
Study This Subject?
The Sporting Excellence programme offered by
The Harefield Academy is designed to:
• Provide young sportsmen and women with the
opportunity to continue to develop their sporting
ability to an elite level within their chosen sport.
• Provide opportunities for training alongside their
chosen academic studies.
• Provide additional support and guidance to
enhance their sporting performance in terms of
nutrition, sports therapy, sports psychology, fitness
and conditioning.
To this end the courses offered are:
In Year 1: Level 3 BTEC Subsidiary Diploma in Sport
(Performance and Excellence) – Equivalent to 1 A level.
In Year 2: Level 3 BTEC Diploma in Sport (Performance
and Excellence) – Equivalent to 2 A levels.
In both courses students are asked to utilise their
focused sport as a vehicle for learning both in and
out of the classroom.
In addition to the specific courses outlined above,
The Academy offers a range of AS and A level courses
throughout the two years, which can be studied
alongside the vocationally based BTEC Diplomas.
The majority of sports students generally opt for the
BTEC Diploma course and often select an additional
A level course to supplement their point score in
preparation for a university place.The courses offered
are accessible to students developing ANY SPORT,
as training schedules will be devised on an individual
basis for those whose focus is not catered for by the
specific sporting academies outlined below.
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The Football Academy
Students selected for this academy will
train and play as Watford FC Development
Centre players. The partnership between The Harefield
Academy and Watford FC provides opportunities to
be trained by professional coaches and play matches
against Watford FC’s Youth team. In addition, first
team players are entered into the Football Conference
Youth Alliance (League and Cup) and English Schools’
National Cup. Second team players are entered into
the English Colleges Football Association (League and
Cup) and Middlesex County Cup.
The Basketball Academy
Students selected for this academy will benefit from
the partnership between The Harefield Academy
and London United Basketball Club. Training is
provided by professional coaches and programmes
are individually tailored to enhance specific skills
required for the game. Representing London United
– Harefield Academy, players will play in the U18
National League and in addition have the opportunity
to play in the Men’s EBL Division 2 League.
The Gymnastics Academy
For those students with a passion for acro
gymnastics, our state of the art facilities and expert
coaching from Harefield Gymnastics Club will
provide the opportunity to complete the amount
and intensity of training required to reach an elite
level within this sport. Gymnasts will not only
work towards national competitions but also strive
towards national representation in European and
World Championships.

WATFORD FC
ACADEMY

The Cricket Academy
Applicable to both male and female sports students,
The Academy’s partnerships with Harefield Cricket
Club and Middlesex Ladies Cricket Club provide
ample opportunities to develop prowess within
this sport. Coaching from international players
is a feature of this programme and the facilities
provided at The Harefield Academy allow for
extensive winter training prior to the summer
match season. Opportunities to play in the Home
Counties and Thames Valley leagues are available
through Harefield Cricket Club and for senior ladies,
the Liverpool Victoria County Championships
provide the competition.
The Golf Academy
Batchworth Park Golf Club is the venue utilised
by The Harefield Academy golfing students to
improve their game. The partnership with this
golf club provides junior membership and thus,
invaluable access to a high quality golf course
which, in turn, supports the demand for practice
time required to reach an elite level within the
sport. Expert coaching is also available through
the club and students are encouraged to play at an
appropriate competitive level.

What Will I Study?
Year 1 – Level 3 BTEC Subsidiary Diploma in
Sport (Performance and Excellence)
Principles of Anatomy and Physiology
The Physiology of Fitness
Assessing Risk in Sport
Tactical and Technical Skills in Sport
Fitness Testing for Sport and Exercise
Athletes’ Lifestyle
Sports Injuries
Year 2 – Level 3 BTEC Diploma in Sport
(Performance and Excellence)
Fitness Training and Programming
Nutrition for Sport
Work Experience in Sport
Sports Coaching
Rules, Regulation and Officiating in Sport
Psychology for Sports Performance
In addition to the above, students will be given 8 to 10
hours per week of Coaching/ Conditioning/ Technical
and Tactical Awareness for their chosen sports.

Exam Board
Edexcel

What Grades Will I Need?

Developing adaptable players that are able to cope with
Attain 6 GCSEs A* - C grades including English and
the technical, tactical, athletic and physiological
Maths. Attend a practical assessment/trial. Provide
demands of the modern
professional
evidence
of levels alreadygame
achieved within his/her
focus sport. Attend a formal interview.

Watford Football Club in association with The Harefield Academy
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The Cricket Academy
Applicable to both male and female sports students,
The Academy’s partnerships with Harefield Cricket
Club and Middlesex Ladies Cricket Club provide
ample opportunities to develop prowess within
this sport. Coaching from international players
is a feature of this programme and the facilities
provided at The Harefield Academy allow for
extensive winter training prior to the summer
match season. Opportunities to play in the Home
Counties and Thames Valley leagues are available
through Harefield Cricket Club and for senior ladies,
the Liverpool Victoria County Championships
provide the competition.
The Golf Academy
Batchworth Park Golf Club is the venue utilised
by The Harefield Academy golfing students to
improve their game. The partnership with this
golf club provides junior membership and thus,
invaluable access to a high quality golf course
which, in turn, supports the demand for practice
time required to reach an elite level within the
sport. Expert coaching is also available through
the club and students are encouraged to play at an
appropriate competitive level.

What Will I Study?
Year 1 – Level 3 BTEC Subsidiary Diploma in
Sport (Performance and Excellence)
Principles of Anatomy and Physiology
The Physiology of Fitness
Assessing Risk in Sport
Tactical and Technical Skills in Sport
Fitness Testing for Sport and Exercise
Athletes’ Lifestyle
Sports Injuries
Year 2 – Level 3 BTEC Diploma in Sport
(Performance and Excellence)
Fitness Training and Programming
Nutrition for Sport
Work Experience in Sport
Sports Coaching
Rules, Regulation and Officiating in Sport
Psychology for Sports Performance
In addition to the above, students will be given 8 to 10
hours per week of Coaching/ Conditioning/ Technical
and Tactical Awareness for their chosen sports.

Exam Board
Edexcel

What Grades Will I Need?
Attain 6 GCSEs A* - C grades including English and
Maths. Attend a practical assessment/trial. Provide
evidence of levels already achieved within his/her
focus sport. Attend a formal interview.
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Sixth
Form
Application
Form
High levels of motivation, behaviour, punctuality and attendance need to be shown in Year 11 to be
considered for our Sixth Form to study on any course.
Name:.......................................................................................................................................................................................
Address:....................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................................................
Telephone Number:..............................................................................................................................................................
Email Address:........................................................................................................................................................................
Previous School:.....................................................................................................................................................................
UCI Number:..................................................UPN Number: .............................................................................................
(External students only)

(External students only)

Special Educational Needs
Do you require any of the following Examination Access Arrangements for your GCSEs? (Please tick)
Use of a scribe
Use of a word processor
Reader
Extra time
Other
No support needed
N.B. Supporting evidence will be requested from your school.

Sixth
Form
Application
Form

Course Choice
• You can take straight AS Levels (4 in Year 12, drop to 3 in Year 13),
mix AS Levels and BTEC courses or just study BTECs.

• Clearly you need to be realistic about your likely grades and what you feel you could cope with.
• We will discuss your course choice, when you are invited for interview next year.
• You must also meet the specific entry requirements as laid down for each subject (as indicated
in the Prospectus):

A Levels
Students must have achieved a minimum of 8 A* - C GCSE grades including Maths and English, and
a minimum of a grade B for specific A Level courses. Mathematics and Sciences usually require a
minimum of an A grade at GCSE.

Level 3 BTEC:
Students must have achieved a minimum of 6 A* - C grades including Maths and English to study on a
Level 3 BTEC award.

Please add the course title/s that you would like to apply to study in the table below:
Course Choice Number

Course Title

All Students

Extended Project

1

2

3

4

You must also be aware that if there is a lack of demand for certain courses, they may be cancelled.
However, we will inform you, if/when this happens.
To be returned to Student Services by Friday 14th January 2011 or Claire Fitzgerald at The Academy’s
address (listed in the Prospectus) or email to: cfitzgerald@theharefieldacademy.org

The Harefield Academy
Northwood Way, Harefield, Uxbridge, Middlesex UB9 6ET
T 01895 822108
F 01895 822414
info@theharefieldacademy.org
www.theharefieldacademy.org
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