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Pelé House

Student Voice representatives are applauded 
at Presentation Evening 2013

THA receive congratulations from the 
Minister of State for Schools!  

We are delighted to report that we have received a letter from 
David Laws MP congratulating us on the progress our students have 
made between their KS2 results and their GCSE results. 

“Your results show that you are amongst the 100 best improving 
schools in terms of the progress your pupils make between Key Stage 
2 results and their GCSEs. I would like to congratulate your staff, 
Governors and pupils for their hard work and success and thank you 
for your leadership in continuing the drive towards high standards of 
educational achievement.” 
David Laws MP

Lessons from Auschwitz
On the 15th November Sixth Form students, Hollie Fox and Bobby 
Moore, travelled with the Lessons from Auschwitz project to visit 
the Nazi concentration and extermination camp Auschwitz-
Birkenau. They also met and were able to ask questions of real 
Holocaust survivors as part of a workshop. Both students found 
the experience deeply moving, and will now present an assembly 
about their experience to the rest of the Sixth Form.

The Harefield Academy Wall of Fame
Four amazing students have been chosen to go on our Wall of 
Fame! Every May and November we ask both staff and students to 
nominate students who they feel deserve to be recognised for their 
excellence. Excellence comes in many forms and students are chosen 
for a variety of reasons: outstanding contribution to THA; outstanding 
success in a subject area; outstanding contribution to the community 
and beyond The Academy; representation at a County, National or 
International level; or perhaps an act of extreme unselfishness/
kindness/heroism.
This November our Selection Committee, consisting of staff and 
students, chose:
Cornell Otudeko, Year 11, for his outstanding strength of character 
and diligence
Jordan Gordon, Year 14, Jack Petchey Award winner and has an 
exceptional character
Lauren Derrick, Year 13, Jack Petchey Award winner and an extremely 
supportive Deputy Head Girl
Fiona Underwood, Year 11, impeccable student who contributes 
100% to achieve
We congratulate these worthy winners. We would also like to 
congratulate all the other students who were nominated: Michael 
Cordingley, Courtney Stone, Callum Davies, Georgia Meaker, 
Danielle Hubbard, Michaela Cook, Michael Farr, Elizabeth Stevens 
and Nathan Bishop.

Year 12 students (from left to right) Morgan Harris, Ryan Hope, Hollie Fox and 
Eleni Kailou receive certification for their results last summer

Luggage that belonged to the prisoners…Luggage that belonged to the prisoners…

UCAS 
Applications  

on the Up!

2013 will see the largest number of THA Sixth Formers going to University. Despite the negative press surrounding student finance and universities in general, more THA students have applied this year than ever before. Applications have risen steadily over the last six years and we are now sending five times more students than we did in 2007. Applications range from students applying for degrees in Mathematics to Midwifery, with a large number of students applying for primary teaching courses this year. We would like to wish the very best of luck to the 32 students 
who have applied!

From left to right Courtney Stone, Nathan Bishop, Elizabeth Stevens, 
Michael Farr, Michaela Cook and Callum Davies
Sitting down Lauren Derrick and Fiona Underwood
(Some students were unavailable at the time of the photo call)

Lauren Derrick with David Meller, Lead Sponsor,  
and Carmel Brady, Head of Sixth Form
Lauren Derrick with David Meller, Lead Sponsor,  
and Carmel Brady, Head of Sixth Form

Deputy Head Girl, Lauren Derrick and a 
journey through THA…
My time at The Harefield Academy has been a 
journey to remember.  I am presently in Year 13 
studying the final year of my A Levels and hope to 
be going to either Bournemouth or Loughborough 
University in September to study Information 
Technology.  My last two years at The Academy have 
seen me achieving both academic and personal 
goals that I had set myself a while back.  I am really 
proud to say that gaining good exam grades as well 
as numerous awards has led to my picture being 
displayed on our Wall of Fame.

I started back in 2006 when I was 11 years old and 
when we didn’t have such an astonishing building.  
Over the past seven years I have seen The Academy 
grow along with the people in it.  I owe a big ‘thank 
you’ to everyone who has supported me in the past 
and continue to support me.  I know I didn’t make it 
easy for staff but none gave up on me and neither 
did my peers; they have always been there for me 
through tough times.

I am so grateful to have been part of such an 
amazing school.  I have been put on 
the right path and taught one of 
the most valuable lessons in 
life – that hard work is the 
key to success.  This lesson 
is highlighted every 
day through so many 
inspirational students 
and athletes at The 
Harefield Academy.  
Being part of a school so 
powerful and supportive 
is something that I will 
keep close to my heart for 
the rest of my life.

The Presentation Evening 2013 gave us the opportunity to celebrate the 
success of our most hard working, successful and talented students and 
included the following students from Pelé House:

Elise Kelly – Key Stage 3 High Achiever
Kelsey Toner – Subject Award for DT 
Nathan Fawcett-Kelleher – Subject Award for Public Services 
Lewis Cheesman – Subject Award for Business Studies 

Student Voice Representatives - Liberty Woods, Diane McHugh, 
Thomas Theobald

Diplomats - Brett Moore, Thomas Theobald, Liberty Woods

Heroes - Lauren Clarke, Poppy Heath, Riya Kaur,  
Aideen McHugh, Diane McHugh

Sponsor Awards
Meave McHugh – The Principal’s Award

Jordon Gordon – The Watford Football Club Award
Stephanie Dadzie – The Speedo Award

Lauren Derrick - Sixth Form Student Leadership and THA VIBE 

Message from Mrs Barrett –  Pelé House Student ManagerHaving joined The Harefield Academy 
this academic year I am so proud to see 

how well the students in Pelé House conduct 
themselves in lessons and around The Academy.

I am so very impressed with all our 
achievements in Pelé House and I thoroughly 

enjoy supporting the students to ensure their continued success.The theme for this term is ‘Hope’. It is 
important to never give up hope when it 

comes to your dreams and ambitions, 
the rewards are there for the taking – we just have to choose to reach for them.

Dates for 

your diary

Wed 06 Mar – Parent Voice meeting – 6.30pm 
 

Thu 07 Mar – Sixth Form Higher Education Evening  

– 4.30pm to 8.30pm
 

Thu 14 Mar – Year 8 Guided Choices Evening   

– 4.30pm to 8.30pm
 

Thu 28 Mar – End of Term
 

Fri 29 Mar – Good Friday
 

Mon 15 Apr – Start of 

Summer Term

Helen Walls 

Head of Pelé House

Being the Head of Pelé 

house, makes me so proud.  The 

students in Pelé House are so loyal 

to the House and to other students; 

they will support each other and 

ensure that everyone has a chance to 

succeed.  The students commitment 

to The Harefield Academy is second 

to none and the students in Pelé 

excel in all f ields across The 

Academy.  Well done Pelé!

Summer Casteel Year 11 –  
BTEC Food Tech  
Assessment –  
 this was just the  
   practice run, and  
     it tasted delicious,  
      chocolate brownie  
       heaven!  
       Mrs Barrett



From the front page

Student Voice representatives are 
applauded at Presentation Evening 2013

Nine Student Voice representatives attended the 
Presentation Evening to receive great applause from our 
guests for the excellent work they do at The Academy 
representing all students at THA.

Representatives from THA Student Voice
(left to right back row first)
Back row: Thomas Theobald
3rd row: Liberty Woods, Elizabeth Stevens
2nd row: Nathan Bishop, Alex Broadway, Ben Tricker, Eve Middleton
Front row: Kane Gleeson, Aisling Lovejoy-Thurley

Principal’s Notes
It is very fitting that Presentation 
Evening takes centre stage for this 
edition of the Newsletter. The event 
marks the moment when we stop 
everything we do in our busy lives 
to focus on the successes of our 
students.

A record number of 125 young 
people had their well-deserved moment of glory and crossed 
the stage to receive certificates, trophies and cheques. The 
announcement of the winners of the nineteen major awards is 
a real “Oscar” moment with individual and appropriate music 
carefully selected to be a fanfare. 

Part of the fun of the evening is to second-guess which music 
will be played as each Award winner makes their way to the 
stage.  For those not present on the evening just two examples 
are: “You’re History” by Spandau Ballet for The Harefield History 
Society Award and “Something Inside So Strong” by Labi Siffre 
for The Schools Plus Award for Achieving Against the Odds. 

I enjoy every moment of the evening and would like to thank 
and congratulate everyone who works so hard to make the 
event such a great success. 

Since our last Newsletter the noble art of debating has gone 
from strength to strength at The Academy.  The quartet of 
students who won the recent Debate Mate competition against 
two other schools had to tackle the motion of:  “This house 
believes that the media should give no coverage to extremist 
political parties”. The second motion was only slightly less 
tricky:  “This house believes that boxing should be banned”.  I 
am not sure how many adults would be able to think quickly 
enough to craft an argument on these topics but not only did 
our students beat the opposition they scored enough points to 
be placed 33rd nationally – placing us within the top quarter of 
participating schools. This is particularly impressive as we only 
joined the Debate Mate group this year!

I hope everyone has a very good half term with, what I hope, is 
an improvement on our current poor weather.

Presentation Evening 2013 – So many students…!

We were delighted to welcome our Guest of Honour, 

Alison Oliver, Managing Director of the Youth Sport 

Trust (YST), an independent charity devoted to 

changing young people’s lives through sport.

In addition to the presentation of certificates and 

awards the students and guests listened to some 

beautiful classical pieces played on the harp by Year 

10 student, Aideen McHugh.

There were superb performances by The 

Academy Choir and Year 10 BTEC Dance 

students and the evening ended with a 

remarkable gymnastics display. It was a 

very special evening indeed!

Debating Triumph! 

On Tuesday 29th October The Harefield Academy’s newly formed 
debating team triumphed at their first ever competitive debate. 
The team – comprising of Lucy Saunders and Marcelina Trabszo in 
Year 10, and Caitlin Baker and Chloe Franklin in Year 8 – debated 
with confidence and clarity, being praised by the judges for their 
thoughtful rebuttals of opponents and also for their assured style.

The competition was held at Alperton Community School and 
facilitated by Debate Mate, an organisation that promotes debating 
in schools. The evening involved two debates against other schools, 
both of which were won by The Harefield Academy team. The 
motions chosen prompted lively discussion: the first was on whether 
or not to limit the media coverage given to extremist groups, while 
the second debate was about whether or not violent sports should 
be banned.  

The team’s achievement is particularly impressive given that it was 
the first time that they had debated together as a team, while the 
other schools involved had participated in debating competitions 
in previous years. With the team continuing to train at their weekly 
after school debating club, we hope to see many more successes in 
the future. 
Micah Smith – Gifted and Talented Coordinator

Urban Dance Workshop demonstrates 
some new moves to Year 10!

On Wednesday the 9th January a B-boy from Urban Edge Dance 
Company came to The Academy to lead an Urban Dance Workshop 
for the Year 10 BTEC Dance group. The students learnt a variety of 
styles including street, crumping and B-boy. Following the visit the 
students developed a dance in lesson time which they showcased at 
the Presentation Evening 2013 and wowed the audience!
Nicky Williams – Assistant Principal – Visual and Performing Arts

Drop Everything and Read!

Friday 11th January was the official launch of our new reading 
initiative ‘Drop Everything and Read’ (DEAR).

Each Friday, from 10.45 until 11.00, students and staff alike will drop 
everything and enjoy 15 minutes of silent reading.  The objective 
of this new initiative is to encourage everyone to enjoy reading.  
Students may read any appropriate material which they enjoy; the 
important thing is that they are reading for pleasure.

To reinforce this event, posters are displayed across The Academy 
to identify the reading material which staff are reading at the 
moment; this also encourages students to discuss book choices 
with their teachers. The feedback from students and staff has been 
hugely positive. 

Staff have commented: 
“Many students have come up to me to ask me what 
I am currently reading and to tell me how much they 
enjoyed being able to read in peace and quiet.” 

“I really enjoyed reading my book, so many staff don’t 
take time or indeed have the opportunity to stop and 
read, it was really nice. Maybe we could do it more 
than once a week?” 

For 15 minutes The Academy falls silent and it’s a wonderful 
experience to see everyone here unified and enjoying a well-deserved 
read.

Louise Davey
Head of Drama/Advanced Skills Teacher

Boarders set a challenge…

This weekend in The Lord Adonis House the boarders took a 

slightly different approach to sightseeing in London. The boarders 

were set a challenge to find seven of the most obscure London 

sights ranging from a spare nose for Nelson’s Column in Trafalgar 

Square to feeding squirrels outside the Royal Albert Hall. To 

prove that they had made it to each place the task of taking a 

photo was set with bonus points being awarded for the more 

imagination put into each photograph.

 

The idea of the whole trip was to encourage boarders to do more 

and different things outside of the weekly routines people get stuck 

into. This trip was the first of a whole range of fun activities and 

team building days being run between the staff of The Lord Adonis 

House and Humanutopia throughout the year and hopefully 

into the future.  By Shane Hawkwood, Assistant House Person 

 

Nicholas Li Year 11 enjoying the challenge!Nicholas Li Year 11 enjoying the challenge! 

Subject Award Winners, Michael Farr (Food Technology), 
Callie Brown (Dance), Evan Clancy (ICT)
Subject Award Winners, Michael Farr (Food Technology), 
Callie Brown (Dance), Evan Clancy (ICT)

It was wonderful to see so many Parents/Carers, Sponsors, Governors, VIP guests and students attend our Presentation Evening 
on Thursday 24th January to celebrate the achievements of our students in all aspects of life at The Harefield Academy.  

THA Diplomats (Note: Brett Moore unavailable for this photo)
 
(left to right back row first)
BACK ROW:Diane McHugh, Nathan Bishop, Eve Middleton, Ella Joyce
MIDDLE ROW: Thomas Theobald,  Algy McCormack, Courtney Stone, Thaila Phillips.
FRONT ROW:Matthew Smith, Liberty Woods, Kane Gleeson, Katie Fox.

THA Diplomats (Note: Brett Moore unavailable for this photo)
 
(left to right back row first)
BACK ROW:Diane McHugh, Nathan Bishop, Eve Middleton, Ella Joyce
MIDDLE ROW: Thomas Theobald,  Algy McCormack, Courtney Stone, Thaila Phillips.
FRONT ROW:Matthew Smith, Liberty Woods, Kane Gleeson, Katie Fox.

Jordan Gordon is awarded The Watford Football Club Award with Graham 
Brown, BTEC teacher (left) and Chris McGuane, Head of Academy at WFC
Jordan Gordon is awarded The Watford Football Club Award with Graham 
Brown, BTEC teacher (left) and Chris McGuane, Head of Academy at WFC


