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Notes

Leadership is a very strong feature of 
The Harefield Academy throughout 
each Year group with the Sixth Formers 
leading the way. It is therefore very 
appropriate that this edition of our 
Newsletter highlights so many of our 
oldest students. We are extremely 
fortunate to have a Sixth Form this year 
that both works hard and gives a great 
deal to our community. Employers are 
increasingly selecting young people not 
just for their formal qualifications but 
also for their ability to communicate, 
team build, lead and ‘think out of the 
box’. The interesting phrase of ‘mental 
agility’ is often used to describe the 
characteristics of a future high flyer. It is 
therefore very appropriate that we offer 
our Sixth Formers (and students in other 
Years) the opportunity to develop and 
practise these skills.

This half-term has seen the first 
nominations for our ‘Wall of Fame’. 
Photographs of those selected by a 
committee comprising of students and 
staff will soon be seen on the wall in the 
virtual area. The criteria for selection 
was ‘a student who has supported the 
vision of The Academy by a significant 
and positive impact on our community’.

We have enjoyed a super half-term and 
I hope all readers enjoy a happy and 
healthy holiday!

Clockwise from top left: 
Watford FC scholars 
take part in Sixth Form 
‘Positively Mad’ session; 
The new  Sixth Form in 
the theatre for their first 
assembly; A new start 
for excited Year 7 boys; 
Charlie Malin , Year 7 
arriving for his first day 
at The Academy. 

“Leadership is a 
very strong 

feature of The 
Harefield 
Academy”

Meet our Senior Executive...

The Senior Executive lead the way at The Academy, helping in different areas of Academy life. Pictured outside the 
main entrance,  from left to right: Amy Sharman, Gregory Deer, Niamh McGrath, Joel Laule, Katie Merson, Ivo 
Dias, Charlotte Swatton, Chloe Clancy and Charlie-May Hallam-Flaherty. 

Senior Executive Leaders 
and their roles at The Harefield Academy 
Head Boy and Girl Roles
Katie Merson                          Hero Executive
Joel Laule                                               VPA/Academy Events

Executive Roles
Charlotte Swatton                             Sixth Form Promotions Executive
Amy Sharman                                      Sixth Form Promotions Executive
Ivo Dias                                        Sixth Form Promotions Executive
Chloe Clancy                                 Sixth Form Promotions Executive
Niamh McGrath                               Inclusion Executive  
Charlie-May Hallam-Flaherty        Inclusion Executive
Charlotte Swatton                             Behaviour Executive 
Sophie Burfield            Sport Executive  
Francois Lombard                               Student Voice Executive  
Gregory Deer                                       Watford Relations Executive  
Sarah Owen                                          VPA/Academy Events      

If you have something you want to tell us or 
know someone in the community who would 
like to receive our newsletter please get in 
touch. srobertson@theharefieldacademy.org



The Harefield Academy’s Student Executive for 
this academic year has now been confirmed. 
The Executive is formed with both a Head Boy 
and Girl, their deputies, as well as a number 
of key Sixth Formers who have been elected 
as Senior Executives. The 
Executive is decided by the Sixth 
Formers themselves through a 
democratic vote. Those with the 
most votes are shortlisted and 
then interviewed by a panel to 
decide who will take the Senior 
Posts. So far the Executive 
has been responsible for the 
re-launch of THA Vibe (The 
Academy’s radio station). They 
have also played a vital role 
in recruiting Year 11 students 
from across the borough as part of their ‘Into 
the Sixth Form’ duties. Some members of the 
Executive also designed and created their 
own promotional video for the event. This will 
shortly be available to download from the The 

Academy’s website. 
Why do we have a Student Executive? We are 
always endeavouring to discover and unlock 
students’ potential. The Student Executive 
offers Sixth Formers the chance to develop 

their leadership and 
organisational skills for the 
benefit of The Academy and 
the local community as a 
whole. As a Sixth Former 
you are expected to learn 
and develop beyond the 
classroom, expand on 
your experiences and build 
upon your lifelong skills. 
This year we encouraged 
the Executive members 
to design their own role. 

Some opted to work within the PE department; 
others chose to work with the Student Voice. 
The benefit of this idea is to give the Sixth Form 
students ownership of their role and a sense of 
pride in what they achieve within that role.

Meet our Senior Executive...
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“We are always 
endeavouring 

to unlock 
student 

potential.”

Katie Merson  
Head Girl
Having been part of The 
Academy since it began, I 
am extremely proud to now 
be the Head Girl here. I am 
currently studying in my 
second year of A Levels, and 
can see my leadership and 
academic skills flourishing.  

Joel Laule
Head Boy
I joined The Harefield 
Academy as a Sixth Form 
student  studying for 
A-Levels. I never thought 
I’d say I love school, 
but here I do. I quickly 
realised how many great 
opportunities it can offer.  

Head Boy and Girl Roles
Katie Merson                          Hero Executive
Joel Laule                                               VPA/Academy Events

Executive Roles
Charlotte Swatton                             Sixth Form Promotions Executive
Amy Sharman                                      Sixth Form Promotions Executive
Ivo Dias                                        Sixth Form Promotions Executive
Chloe Clancy                                 Sixth Form Promotions Executive
Niamh McGrath                               Inclusion Executive  
Charlie-May Hallam-Flaherty        Inclusion Executive
Charlotte Swatton                             Behaviour Executive 
Sophie Burfield            Sport Executive  
Francois Lombard                               Student Voice Executive  
Gregory Deer                                       Watford Relations Executive  
Sarah Owen                                          VPA/Academy Events      

Maths challenge success
Sixth Form mathematicians took part in the 
Senior Maths Challenge, sitting challenging 
papers to test their mathematical skills. 
Gregory Deer achieved a gold certificate and 
Stan Ten achieved a bronze certificate.  Gregory 
was also only 9 marks off going through to 
the British Mathematical Olympiad. Miss 
Buckmaster said: “It’s a fantastic opportunity 
for students to be stretched by solving 
some of the most challenging mathematical 
questions and we’re thrilled with this year’s 
results.” Gregory Deer commented: “After 
such a challenging set of questions, I wasn’t 
confident of a positive outcome, so it came as 
a surprise to find that I scored so highly.” He 
added, “It has definitely challenged my brain 
ahead of my Maths A-level later on this year.” 

Gregory and Stan with their challenge certificates. 



Our annual Christmas Cracker is an 
exciting showcase of the Visual and 
Performing Arts department’s hard 
work. This year was no exception. We 
all had our fingers crossed that it would 

go ahead without snow this year and it 
did, showing off our students’ musical, 
dramatic and street dancing talents to 
a sold-out audience. We certainly have 
future stars at The Harefield Academy.

Georgia Meaker, Year 9, and her artwork from the day
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A cracker of a show

Maths challenge success

Follow the leaders
Shelby Green and Hannah Wilson have 
been involved in 1st Harefield Guides, after 
working their way through Rainbows and 
Brownies, since they were at Harefield 
Junior School. Now, both 15 years old and 
in Year 11, the girls attend Senior Section 
and regularly help as Young Leaders at their 
old Girl Guide group. The group’s leader 
Julie Mander has now put the girls forward 
for a Jack Petchey Award for Middlesex and 
North West Guides for their leadership. 

Award winning teacher

Mrs. Sugra Alibhai-Watson, 
Assistant Principal for 

Maths at The Academy, 
won £1000 worth of 

materials as runner up in 
the Pearson Excellence 

Award for Teaching 
Leaders.

Two GCSE Art students, Baiden 
Thoroughgood and Georgia Meaker 
a,ttended the Art of Sport Workshop at 
the St Thomas More School. 
The workshop was organised by the 
Youth Sport Trust who have been working 
with Roald Bradstock, a former British 
Olympian who is now working as an artist.
The workshop included discussions on the 
connection between sport and art, ways 
of introducing this into their artwork and 
the sketchbook. Students then created 
their own piece of art representing their 
own individual specialist sport. Students 
came away motivated and inspired.

Art and sport united

The Harefield Academy has won a special 
prize from The Eden Project and The Pod 
for our involvement in ‘Green Britain Day’.

Go Green
Shelby and Hannah show off their Jack Petchey Award.

Main: Street Dance Club close the cracker. Top to bottom: Year 9 Elves look for Santa; Members of The 
Academy Band perform in act one and Year 9 Drama perform a Jeremy Kyle Christmas Special. 
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Snapshots
A quick look at what’s been 
happening across The Harefield 
Academy this half term...

From top to bottom:  
Marcelina, Year 8, 
plays the flute in 
Remembrance PL; 
Coaches and players 
pitch side on ‘Academy 
Day’ at Vicarage Road; 
Year 7 students enjoy 
the Carol Service at 
St. Marys Chruch; 
The shortlisted Year 7 
Diplomats celebrate 
their nominations;
Watford scholars 
pay respect on 
Remembrance Day.

January
4th January - Start of Spring Term 
13th January - Year 11 Parents and Results Evening
13th January - First Steps in IT - Adult Education Starts
February 
16th February - Rotary Young Chef Award Semi Finals
21st - 28th February  - Half Term 

Dates for the Diary

Fighting spirit

Aaron Mather, Year 8, is going from strength 
to strength in his sport, Taekwondo. He 
passed his black belt in September and 
is now training for the British squad in 
preparation for the World Taekwondo 
Championships in Canada 2012. 

Celebrating new teachers

The next Parent Voice will be 
held on 9th March 2011.

Please arrive in the Cafe at 
6.15pm for a 6.30pm start. 

Contact Peter Smith, 
Beyond School Leader, for more  

information on 
01895  827866 

Eight Newly Qualified Teachers (NQT) 
and Teach First Teachers from The 
Harefield Academy celebrated their 
successful completion of their NQT 
and TFT training for 2009-2010. This 
enthusiastic group as well as their 
mentors took on the challenge of 
clay pigeon shooting at West London 
Shooting School. The teachers were 

faced with 25 clay targets each and a 
range of shooting challenges to test 
their skills. The evening was completed 
with a relaxing BBQ at Mr and Mrs 
Huyser’s house. The now fully qualified 
teachers would like to thank Mr Huyser 
and all their mentors for their invaluable 
coaching and support during the past 
year and look forward to their careers. 

Students and staff raised £414.90 for 
the Jeans for Genes Day charity back in 
October. This is over £100 more than 
last year. Well done everyone

Jeans for Genes

The newly qualified teachers and their mentors enjoying a day shooting at West London Shooting School 

Photo: Alan Cozzi WFC 



Redgrave 
This issue of The Harefield Academy Newsletter is highlighting Redgrave House. Meet the students, 
find out a little more and take a look at some of their fantastic achievements...

“I am very proud of 
all Redgrave students 

and really enjoy 
watching them 

make progress both 
academically and 
through sport.”

Mrs Williams, 
Head of Redgrave

REDGRAVE FACT:
Michaela and Josie Cook 
are twins in Year 8 and 
both are talented acrobatic 
gymnasts, holding regional 
and national titles.
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Thomas McKenna  

Michaela Cook at National Finals

“This page allows us 
to celebrate the work 

and contribution 
of just some of our 

students both within 
school and the 
community ” 

  
Mrs Brownlow                              

Student Manager

Head Boy and  
Deputy Head Boy 

Joel Laule and Francois 
Lombard are both in 

Redgrave House

Sir Steve Redgrave, Sydney 2000

Hannah Findlater-Bentley

Year 7 Project ‘10
1st  Jasmine Loh
2nd Ellie Revell
3rd Brandon Webb
3rd  Stephen Judd 

REDGRAVE FACT:
Hannah Findlater-Bentley 
is one of the fund-raisers 
who worked hard on her 
entrepreneurial skills to 
secure funding for her whole 
year to go on a team building 
trip to PGL in Dorset.

REDGRAVE FACT:
Aimee and Thomas 
McKenna are both stars! 
Thomas is our very own 
West End star and his 
sister Aimee  is taking to 
the small screen appearing 
in ‘Horrible Histories’.

Redgrave Top Achievers 09/10
1st.  Morgan Devlin         503 points
2nd. Evan Clancy             496 points
3rd. Michaela Cook           491 points
4th. Josie Cook                 434 points
5th. Callum Davies                   387 points

What do Redgrave Students do outside of school?
Nathan Davies is currently on a 6 week trial at ‘Wycombe Wanderers FC’.
Jordan Sprague is a member of Starlight Youth Theatre Company.
Daniel Jarmaine belongs to the Rickmansworth Detachment-Irish guards. 
Jasmine Loh is a talented swimmer for London Borough of Harrow. 
Jody Dickinson trains at Harefield Dance Club and mentors young students. 
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Leading the way 
Introducing our new Head Boy and Girl


