Parent Voice Minutes 24th February 2009
Ann Lovejoy

Paul Quinn (Vice Principal)

Peter Smith (Beyond School Leader and Manager)

Ray Hague (Guest Teacher)

Taken from signing in sheet – Nicky Collard, Mandy Stonehouse, Pip Watt, Jeanne Davey, Jo Crocket, Glen Thompson, Kay Westlake, C.Stewart, D. Esson, Jo Rae, Jayne Garratt. Counted 14 present.

Improvement Action Plan

Mr Ray Hague gave a presentation on the IAP. This is a consultation process that raises issues that can improve The Academy. Surveys are being conducted at parent’s evenings, views sought from Student and Parent voice. Parents were given an opportunity to complete the attached table and submit any suggestions. Mr Hague asks that parents not able to attend, to  view the attached and send back ( via Peter Smith) with any thoughts, so these can also be added into the IAP. The draft is required by 1st May. When completed it will be published and made public. Items can include academic and pastoral.
Minutes of Previous Meeting

A number of points where addressed resulting from the last meeting.

School Uniform
2nd Dec  - Could the school stock a few more items in School.

2nd Dec  - E mail to Tracy Hawkwood  - Parents would like another update in school news letter re uniform - How to purchase, where to buy.
Discussion on 24th Feb resulted in a request for individual problems to be e mailed to Peter Smith and these would be passed on. 
 

Dress down days
2nd Dec  - All parents asked for a review of the Jeans for Gene day policy - suggested Blazer, shirt, tie and jeans - apparently a few secondary schools follow this example.

If so they asked that it could be done soon and not wait for this time next year
Discussion on 24th Feb – Jeans for Gene day this year would be supported by THA.  The Academy is reviewing the theme days because many students did not follow the instructions given by student voice on the last theme day. If these are to continue then students need to abide by the code of dress as agreed by THA and student voice.
 

Lost Property raised.
2nd Dec  - Reminded all lost property goes to Student services.

 

School Trip to France - Believed Rockley Sports 

2nd Dec  - Reply  - year 7 assembly before Christmas  had a Rockley sports item - forms given out to those who requested them. PL groups visited and updated about this trip. 

 

Sports Top
Bought September - washed twice a week, as instructions, writing coming off back.

2nd Dec -Reply to be given - Phil Bassill aware, Company has addressed the issue.  Faulty batch supplied last summer. Please return item and speak to Tracy Hawkwood.
Feb 24th – Please speak to Tracy if any other item is causing concern or E mail Peter Smith and these concerns will be passed on.
 

Contacting  Teachers 
2nd Dec  - Parents would like all teachers e mail addresses on the Web site. 
Feb 24th – The Web site does have a list of student managers. Please contact them. An e mail can be forwarded if necessary.
 

 

Money via fingerprint
2nd Dec  - Question  - Is it possible to have a print out sent home to all parents. Worried about wrong fingerprint coming up. Examples of other student spending on their account. Daily not an issue but over a year a large amount of money goes through the account and a printout would be appreciated. 
24th Feb reply – All parents can request a print out via the finance department as and when this causes concern.  Parent Pay Scheme is up and running, letter has gone out.
 

Attendance 
2nd Dec  - Question  - Parents would like an attendance sheet sent home with reports so they can check if Academy records are accurate. This was raised under the 100% attendance for a award when they where shown at 99% etc. (past incident that was corrected).

Feb 24th Reply – In the next issue of reports, the Attendance sheet will be printed and copied to all parents.  Example shown to Parent Voice.

 

Web Site 
2nd Dec  - Can dates when reports are to be sent out be placed on the web site 
Feb 24th reply – Done see Web site.
 

 

Web Site 
24th Feb The new web site is nearly finished and is to be launched soon.

Web home v THA.
2nd Dec  - Computers at school 2007 package V. Home 2000 or 2003 packages.

Question How does my child work on his homework with different packages.

Reply 24th Feb  - Google " Office Compatibility package" from Microsoft - download for free, allows you to work on a 2007 document using  2000 or 2003 software.

OR

Student to "save as" - in an older format at The Academy
Matters Arising  24th February

Appointments

Please can parents try to make appointments outside the school day. Please provide advance notice of appointments by letter or Doctors note. Parents just turning up without notice may result in the child being shown unauthorised absence. Please speak to student managers if there is cause for concern.

Lockers

All locks now changed.

Master code has been again changed.

All lockers as from 24th........not 23rd....should be secure.

Modern Technology

Paul Quinn addressed the Parents voice meeting as to how THA is trying to embrace modern technology. DVD shown at the end of meeting. This had been presented at the staff conference. Examples where given.  

Items raised by Parents.

Chain letters being sent by e-mail.

Question – please could staff remind students that this is not appropriate.  Even if there is 
a “ consequence” of not sending the e mail on they should be deleted. 
Students to speak to the IT staff about receiving this sort of internal e-mail. Confidential. 
THA does try to filter out bullying e- mails. THA does have filter software in place.
Concern with regards to the year 8 to year 9 options evening.

Discussion took place on this issue. 

The main update will be to all year 8 parents next week at the open evening.

Bags

There was some concern from parents about a bag being labelled a fashion bag because it had a bow or buckle on it, compared to a rucksack that was rather out of place.  

Parents would like clarification as to style of bag allowed and for all teachers to be reminded of the policy.

12th March  - Issue raised at Senior Leadership Team Meeting. Outcome awaits

Information re school closed.

The issue of the school being closed in the recent snow was raised.
Could a texting service be considered.
Parents reminded of the cost and were reminded that the new web site would be able to cater for the amount of web traffic  in this sort of crisis. 

Exam retakes.

GCSE exams and retakes where raised.

The point that parents were asked to pay for these re-takes was the issue.

Parents could understand the point that if a student wanted to better their grade, parents should pay. 
But it was the issue about THA predicting a grade. THA putting the student in early, the student not getting the grade. In these circumstances as it was THA who put the student in early should it be THA who pays for a re-take at the “proper time”.  Science modules in particular.
Item Raised at Senior Leadership Team Meeting 12th March  - The Academy only recommends students who in its professional judgement are ready to take and pass the exam. It is expected that students with the proper amount of work and revision should make the grade anticipated.

Video school behaviour

A parent suggested that as THA has cameras recording all open spaces it would be a good thing to be confronted with the evidence when attending THA with their child about an incident. This point was made positively and they believed other schools do follow this practice.

Sports

Rugby and cricket after school activity praised. 

One issue mentioned  -  a recent football game at another school resulted in only 9 of our players going not a full Academy team. Parent asked for this to be looked into, “as a sports Academy we should be able on all occasions to supply a full team”. - Passed to Pat Cottis. 

Sports

Concern that some students are being picked who do not go to training, whilst others who go do not get picked. Item passed to Pat Cottis.
Sports 

The Structure for year 9 extended school club  - football,  can this be reviewed. Item passed to Pat Cottis
Other items were brought to Paul Quinn’s notice by individual parents after the meeting closed.

Date of next meeting Tuesday 2nd June 09

Peter Smith

Beyond School Leader and Manager

01895 827866.

 

