Parent voice Minutes 2nd June 
 

Parents Voice 2nd June 2009 
 

Minutes
 

5 Parents present
Keith Armstrong Vice Principal
Peter Smith Beyond School.
 

 

 

Items from 24th February 
Dress down days 
Discussion on 24th Feb – Jeans for Gene day this year would be supported by THA.  The Academy is reviewing the theme days because many students did not follow the instructions given by student voice on the last theme day. If these are to continue then students need to abide by the code of dress as agreed by THA and student voice.
 

School Uniform
24th Feb resulted in a request for individual problems to be e mailed to Peter Smith and these would be passed on. 
 

Money via fingerprint
24th Feb reply – All parents can request a print out via the finance department as and when this causes concern.  Parent Pay Scheme is up and running, letter has gone out.
 

Attendance 
Feb 24th Reply – In the next issue of reports, the Attendance sheet will be printed and copied to all parents.  
 

2nd June - Question Re 100% attendance at THA.
Asked " Is a Medical visit to an dentist/doctor during school time authorised or unauthorised as far as the school record is concerned?"
AWAITS CAROLINE 
Reply - THA asks all parents to make appointments outside school hours. Where this is unavoidable due to the nature of the consultation the Academy will mark students Medically absent. This is on Borough instructions and means that the attendance record will not then be 100%. 
 

 

 

Exam retakes. 24th February 
GCSE exams and retakes where raised.
The point that parents were asked to pay for these re-takes was the issue.
Parents could understand the point that if a student wanted to better their grade, parents should pay. 
 

But it was the issue about THA predicting a grade. THA putting the student in early, the student not getting the grade. In these circumstances as it was THA who put the student in early should it be THA who pays for a re-take at the “proper time”.  Science modules in particular.
 

Reply  - Item Raised at Senior Leadership Team Meeting 12th March  - The Academy only recommends students who in its professional judgement are ready to take and pass the exam. It is expected that students with the proper amount of work and revision should make the grade anticipated.
 

2nd June
Question  -  If a student sits a GCSE in year 10 and gets a C grade,  can they resit a year later if they feel they could have done better.
4th June - This item raised with Lynn Gadd and VP's. This item will again be discussed in the near future. Outcome awaits.
 

 

 

Matters Arising 
Demographics of THA are changing. Sept 2009 possibly more students from the Maple cross, Rickmansworth area. As a result Peter Smith has been in contact with the E21 operator but more importantly Hertfordshire county council and the transport Planner to forewarn them. This hopefully will result in two E21 buses each morning. Mr Smith has also asked if the E21 can pick up from Rickmansworth and then Maple cross. Update awaits.
 

London Cycle Project 
The LCP has given a grant to THA, part of this is to purchase 9 new mountain bikes to loan to students. The bikes arrived this week and soon the students will be informed. Any student can request to borrow a bike for a few weeks, to ride to school or ride in their spare time. If a parent also wants to borrow a bike to accompany their son or daughter then please just ask. Locks, pump, helmets are also provided.
 

Adult and Family learning.
After discussion with London Borough of Hillingdon and Family Learning it is hoped that the following will be available to families and or adults at different times during the next school year. The courses are different lengths, will run from 1 week to 10 weeks, afternoons, evenings or Saturdays.
Interior design, garden planning, flower arranging, using a digital camera, Spanish, French, grow your own veg or flowers, Christmas crafts, first steps IT, intro to IT and powerpoint, brush up on Literacy, brush up on numeracy, return to work, enhance your interview skills.
Please await Family Learning Brochure or internet updates.
 

 

Parents Evenings, guided choices evening.
It was asked if parents could have more privacy during the parents evenings.
It was stated that it was embarrassing to talk to teachers with other parents in the same room or in close vicinity. The Theatre was particularly mentioned where other parents could sit, wait, see and hear that your child was not being entered for ....... due to the fact that they have not made the grade. (for example)
Request - could more rooms be used, including smaller staff rooms.
 

 

Web Site 
2nd June - The Academy is still waiting to go live with the new Web site later this term.
Further update - Also there will be a Virtual Learning Platform. Parents will have a log in that will allow them to see "live" the attendance and behaviour record, as well as any homework that has been set. Students will be able to access and then work on their "Academy files" from home and it is hoped that access to some software through the Academy site will be available. 
Please remember if you do not have a computer or your computer breaks then all library's now have free access. Through this facility students and parents will be able to gain access to THA Learning Platform
 

 

Football Pitch and Changing rooms
QU - When is the football pitch going to be completed, likewise the new outside changing facility.
Reply - THA is still waiting for the official handover of the area. There are issues with the pitch. It is anticipated that for the school year 2009/10 it will be for light touch use only and full use in school year 2010/11.
Changing facility - Planning permission has been granted. The football foundation was going to fund this project but there have been funding complications as their funding stream has been drastically cut. This naturally has had a knock on effect to all their projects. THA is therefore seeking other streams of funding to allow the project to go ahead. 
 

Thank you to everyone for your support of The Academy during this year.
Thank you for the comments and items raised, your time and thought is appreciated.
Please do not worry if you cannot make every meeting at least with E mail and soon Parent Mail  information will be able to pass efficiently.
 

 

 

Peter Smith 
Beyond School Leader and Manager.
01895 827866
