Parents Voice 10th November 2009
Minutes

5 Parents present.

Keith Armstrong,  
Vice Principal THA

Peter Smith,  

Beyond School  THA

Matters arising from Minutes 2nd June.

Jeans for Gene Day

Parents will be aware that students participated in Jeans for Gene Day.
Raised £ 322.50p
GCSE

The question of taking a GCSE exam in school year 10 was raised at the 2nd June meeting.

10th November – There is a consultation process at THA before a student is allowed to take a GCSE “early” in year 10. No student will be forced to sit an exam early. If THA feel that a student could pass the exam with a successful grade, the option would be considered. The benefit for the right student would be that they could move on to a different aspect of the subject studied or another subject area in year 11 having passed the exam in year 10. Some double award courses automatically have two GCSE examinations which the students sit in the second year of their studies and at the end of the third year.

Cost to retake a GCSE is £ 15.
Adult and Family Learning

Update – Even though some of the courses that were scheduled to take place at THA were advertised locally they had to be cancelled due to a lack of take up. 
Saying that, THA is pleased to inform the parents that “Christmas Crafts”, 5 sessions starting Wednesday 11th November is fully booked and going ahead.

Garden Planning for Adults 6 sessions starts Monday 18th January ( cost see Adult Education Brochure)

Parlez Vous Francais  ( Family Learning – Parent & student), 3rd March 5 sessions, Free.
Parents evenings.

Privacy in speaking with teachers at these events was raised in June.

The theatre was mentioned in particular. Concern over parents sitting in the theatre seats, waiting for their appointment and being able to see and hear other parents and students having their appointment with the teacher was the issue.
This issue was passed on after the June meeting.

10th November. - The issue will be highlighted again.

Web Site

Parents were reminded that the new Web site is up and running but being added to all the time. 

A parent asked if all sport successes could be updated on the site as there had been a couple of occasions when some worthwhile successes had not been mentioned.

Matters Arising

Change Machine.

THA asked parents to consider whether a change machine available to students would be of benefit.

Student Services who have been very accommodating in the past in changing notes into either smaller notes or notes and coins have stopped this service due to other restraints. THA know that students do try to change notes that parents have given them to upload into the food machines. THA are aware that some students upload only some of this money but then use the rest outside school.  Parents present discussed the suggestion and saw no real need for a change machine. They stated this may cause more problems than it was worth for THA.

Bus E21 and R21 

THA has had success in that the public R21 route is now pulling into the Car Park after school. This increases safety for our students and lowers the student numbers at the bus stop on the main road.

Ongoing discussions about the R21 bus size continue.

Parents are reminded that if students loose bus passes for the E21 and R21 routes they can see Peter Smith Room 207 for a temporary bus authorisation ticket whilst a replacement is applied for.

GCSE choice
The subject of BTEC sport being a core subject in year 9 was raised. A couple of parents would prefer BTEC Sport to be an option in order to choose another subject (s) as options. They have no issue with “PE” activities and welcome healthy, sporty activities within THA.

This item would be passed to SLT. The meeting was reminded that success in BTEC sport counts as 4 GCSE’s. Reminded also that BTEC sport could conclude in year 10 leaving time in year 11 to pick up other subjects. 
Could consideration be given to extra subjects taught after school in the extended school hours?
Reply

As a Sports Academy all students would be expected to follow a sports related subject – that is the norm up and down the country with all Academies and Colleges with a specialism.

For example – all the languages colleges would follow an enhanced languages programme.

 

Having looked at a range of different sports related subject the students prefer the BTEC Sport

 

The BTEC is worth 4 GCSE’s – the course was preferred to a range of Sports related options as it was more valuable to the students.  

Student predicted grades.

Please could parents have a simpler explanation of student’s expectations.
Especially confused about the Fisher Family Trust figures and what this means.

Could THA remember the information to parents must be understood by “non teaching adults” and currently it is considered that it is a “nightmare” to understand, comprehend and know a student’s expectation.

A parent with a student in year 10 is still very confused about the expectations information.

Information as to how parents can support their child in order to achieve would also be appreciated.

Web Site

Could Connexions have details entered onto THA web site. 

This has now been actioned and connexions will write an article to be included.

Likewise information about career web sites and career (5 minute) videos will be included for parents information.

http://icould.com/
Really good site to search for career video’s.

Tab - Watch film stories

Tab ( bottom) - Stories by employment sector

· 3 /4 minutes

· Talk about their school life, failures and success

· Talk about reality v. their dreams.

· Search on a work field or job.

www.careersbox.co.uk
Free site for career video’s – over 350 profile films.

5 minutes each or less.

Use the short films anytime, anywhere.

· Search by region, by work sector

· Lucky Dip

Sport
Question – What opportunities are there for non “Watford students” to be taught by Watford Coaches in and out of school time.

Reply

Students have opportunities currently and will continue to do so. Training sessions have been held for all year groups and have been poorly attended.

Students work
Parents wished to remind THA to assist students who missed lessons because of sport or other days out, to have extra work set in order to catch up. Parents realized that part of the responsibility is the students in each case.
Date of next meeting
Wednesday 10th March 6.15 for 6.30 meeting.

