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Parent Voice Minutes – Wednesday 10th March 2010
	
	Item
	Action
	Action by

	
	Minutes of Previous Meeting and Matters Arising
No matters arising.
	
	

	1.
	Clinic in a Box presentation.

· Carol Gadsden explained the Sex & Relationship Education (SRE) provision at The Academy. 

· Kuldip Thomason, the Contraceptive and Sexual Health Services Manager at Uxbridge Health Centre, explained the proposed “Clinic in a Box”.

· Carol Page – Teenage Pregnancy Advisor for the borough was also on hand to support the question and answer session.

· The Academy welcomed comments from the parents present as this was a chance to gauge parent views about engaging with the “Clinic in a box” drop in” service.

· It was apparent that all parents present supported the initiative and felt it offered a valuable and professional service.

· See attached PP for further information
	Senior Leadership Team to recommend The Academy supports this service and recommends this to Governors 

	Mrs. Gadsden

	2.
	Registers during a fire drill
A question was raised about student registers in the light of a fire drill. 

· It was explained that fire drills are practiced at least twice a year so students are clear where their assembly point is. 

· Only when all students have been accounted for are students allowed to reenter the building. 

· There are members of staff who are appointed and have specific training in this area to ensure students and staff are safe.


	
	

	3.
	Completion of Btec Sport in Year 10
The completion of the BTEC Sport programme (for some students) in Year 10 was raised and the question centered on what happens in year 11. 

· It was explained that this was being looked at in detail at the moment by the Head of Department.

· As part of the process students has been consulted to gauge their interest.

· Parents will be informed once the offer has been firmed up.
	
	

	4.
	Student Progress

· Following a question relating to the reporting cycle and parent book look evenings,  parents were reminded that they do not need to wait for these  before contacting The Academy with any concerns they may have.

· Their Student Manager should be first point of contact via e mail or phone and they will guide parents as the best way forward.


	
	

	5.
	Updating the Website

· Parents really enjoyed accessing the website and ideally would like if it was updated more regularly with information and successes in the sport.

· It was agreed that the web site is an important communication tool and that The Academy is striving to ensure it is kept up to date. 
	Mrs Ronaghan to ensure the latest sporting successes are posted on the website.
	Mrs Ronaghan

	6. 
	Dance

A question about dance at GSCE was raised. 

· Nicola Williams had been appointed Assistant Principal for Visual and Performing Arts and is delivering all dance lessons in The Academy. 

· Dance is now being included in the Year 7 Curriculum and will be also included in Year 8 next academic year.

· This will ensure students have the knowledge, language and ability to opt for it at GCSE in the future as we see this subject going from strength to strength. 

	
	

	A.O.B.
	Peter Smith thanked all those for coming and reiterated how vital parents input are to these meetings and The Academy as a whole. 
Date of next meeting WEDNESDAY 16th JUNE at 6.15 for 6.30 start 
	
	


