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22nd November 2016 
 
 
Dear Parent/ Carer, 
 
I am writing to inform you of some unavoidable adjustments that have been required to 
student timetables recently as a result of unexpected and unfortunate staff circumstances.   
 
Our Director of Learning for English, Mr Elsworth, is currently awaiting substantial surgery 
which will prevent him returning to The Academy for some time.  We wish Mr Elsworth well in 
his recovery and look forward to seeing him return to us soon.  Mrs Hanlon has been appointed 
as second in charge of the Department and will ensure effective leadership during this 
period.  Your child may have had a set change as a result of this as our strategy has been to 
reorganise sets amongst our existing team of experienced staff minimising the need for supply 
teachers who are less knowledgeable of our students and curriculum.  We are fortunate to 
have a very strong English team who will ensure the students receive excellent lessons 
throughout this time. 
 
In addition, Mr Gosling, the Director of Learning for Science, has been unwell since the summer 
after sustaining a significant back injury.  His recuperation from a recent operation has been 
difficult and as a result he has regrettably had to resign from post.  We have advertised for a 
new Director of Learning for Science and hope to fill this post as soon as possible.  In the 
meantime Ms Britton is overseeing the Science Department.  We have recruited a Science 
specialist cover teacher to support the Science team and as a result, students in Years 9 and 
10 are now taught by subject specialists.  As the new 9 – 1 exams are much more bespoke, 
with Biology, Chemistry and Physics taught independently, students will have different 
teachers for different elements to help support them with their studies.  This was a strategy 
that we intended to implement after the Christmas break and as a result of Mr Gosling’s 
absence we have put it into action with immediate effect.  This will ensure consistency and 
high quality teaching for all of our students. 
 
Should you have any subject specific queries relating to English and Science, please do contact 
Mrs Hanlon and Ms Britton, I will also be more than happy to answer any questions that you 
may have.  Thanks for your understanding. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Mrs Timmins  
Assistant Principal 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@theharefieldacademy.org
http://www.theharefieldacademy.org/

