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March 2017 
 
Dear Parent/Carer,  
 
Friday 24th February – Feedback from the Parent Forum meeting  
 
Thank you to all parents and carers who attended the Parent Forum on 24th February. I am delighted to share the 
outcomes of the meeting with you all in the spirit of developing our Academy. 
 
We have been working hard to ensure consistently high levels of communication around key changes in The 
Academy and progress towards our strategic goals.  However we recognise that there are often issues that 
concern parents and carers that may not be covered through generic letters and updates.  We have therefore 
introduced the Parent Forum as a means to ensure parents/carers have regular opportunities to raise comments 
or queries they have that will help us further improve provision.  
 
D of E 
A question was asked about the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award qualification in Year 10 to clarify whether the Award 
was continuing to run this year.  It was confirmed that it will run and that Mr Bourne will update parents, carers 
and students who are involved. A booklet will be sent home with students in the coming weeks outlining course 
expectations and detailing tasks that need to be completed over the summer so that clear expectations are 
conveyed. Charity and community work is very effective in this programme and we have also made this a 
curriculum option in Year 9 next year.   
 
Science 
Whilst staffing has essentially been very stable across The Academy this year, we did lose our Director of Learning 
for science due to ill health at the start of the year.  Ms Gillett has been appointed as the new DOL but is still on 
maternity leave and due to take up this post formally after Easter.  Consequently there have been a number of 
internal class/teacher changes in science this year to minimise those students exposed to supply staff.  There has 
only been one teaching post covered by supply this year but there have been additional set changes as we move 
towards a more robust model of specialist teachers splitting classes to teach biology, chemistry and physics 
discretely. Year 9 groups have been divided so that they have two lessons per week for each of the sciences. This 
allows them to have continuity in the three disciplines throughout their GCSE, something we believe will benefit 
them in meeting the demands of the new GCSE.  The new GCSEs in science are more rigorous and demanding a 
greater depth and breadth of knowledge and heavy emphasis on the use of data/maths. Selection for triple 
science is based on a student’s baseline data initially but also on their natural aptitude for science and their work 
ethic to be able to meet the high demands of this qualification. There is flexibility in the pathway followed so that 
the final decision on which qualification to complete (double or triple) can occur in the later stages of Year 10. 
 
Uniform 
With regard to questions about new uniform, Mrs Davey who on behalf of The Academy liaises with Pullens our 
uniform providers, has advised of the following changes: 
 

• The new style skirt will be available from the end of June and replaces the existing style. 

• We have sampled a new style of trousers that are more fitted but due to the fact that there is still a 
great deal of old style trousers in stock they will not be available for purchase until September 2018.  

• The boys’ trousers do not have internal adjusters but the new girls’ skirt will be produced with 
internal adjusters on all sizes. Pullens are able to stock these items in sizes from age 10 upwards. 

 
I would like to remind all parents and carers that any bespoke tailoring for smaller or larger sizes could be 
completed directly with Pullens. I would also like to clarify to parents and carers that there are currently two 
choices of shirt, two for boys (white or polo) and two for girls (white or pink).  
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In terms of lost uniform and lost property, I have proposed that we set up a clothing rail for all parents and carers 
to peruse once a half term on a nominated day.  This will be combined with a half termly coffee morning where 
parents and carers will be welcomed to The Academy. 
 
Sport 
Another topic for discussion was around the subject of promoting more girls’ sports’ teams and seeing more 
opportunities for girls in sport. Mr Littlewood would like to remind parents that there are many girls’ 
extracurricular activities including: basketball, netball, table tennis, football, gymnastics, trampolining, fitness and 
so on.  In terms of Sporting Excellence and Gifted/Talented programme for Sport, I reported that unfortunately 
we only have sponsorship for these areas for those on the WFC or table tennis programmes; beyond this there is 
no longer any specialist funding available to secondary schools from the government. One of our Governors, Mike 
Partridge, is working closely with staff to seek further ways to develop our sports provision in the absence of such 
funding. 
 
Mr Littlewood has also taken on board comments raised with regard to fixtures and notice given to parents and 
carers and he will be monitoring this with the PE Faculty closely to ensure that parents and carers are given more 
notice.  
 
Mr Littlewood has confirmed that there are no changes to the PE kit. Any PE kit found belonging to students is 
taken at the earliest opportunity to Student Services where it is kept for students to claim. Ensuring items are 
labelled clearly will always make this process easier. Mr Littlewood has confirmed that any spare kit used is taken 
from old kit in PE storage and he writes ‘THA’ clearly on the front and back. 
 
GCSE Options 
Option subjects were also discussed during the meeting.  It was confirmed that BTEC Sport is no longer compulsory 
for the whole year group but we have included it in our options for Year 9 as well as GCSE PE. It is unviable as a 
compulsory subject to be covered in the previous time frame further to subject reforms which increase the level 
of challenge and volume of work required. 
 
Clear careers and options advice is given to all Year 8 and Year 11 about the choices they need to make to inform 
their GCSE and A-level choices. In Year 8, students have a free choice (some are guided) and we have been 
improving choices; all will receive a bespoke one to one meeting with a member of the Senior Leadership Team 
to discuss choices. 
 
One parent asked about Year 8 study plus – this includes participating in the Accelerated Reader programme and 
has specialist numeracy lessons with Ms Shah; this supports learning across the curriculum.  
 
Use of data 
With regard to data captures, effort scores are closely monitored so students can be supported through the report 
system to track and monitor progress in subject areas, leading to positive outcomes. Parents/carers will have this 
communicated to them so they are prepared and can have a conversation with their son or daughter at home.  
 
I would like to thank all the parents, carers and staff who participated in this very useful and progressive forum 
and hope to see many more of you at our next event. 
 
For your diaries, the date of the next meeting is Tuesday 2nd May 2017 at 6pm until 7pm in the Sixth Form area 
on the second floor. 
  
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 

T Moriarty 
Principal 
 

 


