
 

 

 

 

To Parents/Carers, 

It has come to Hertfordshire’s Police attention that there are instances of young people making, 

sending and receiving indecent images of children. This means any child under 18 who takes an 

indecent image or video of him/herself and decides to then keep, send, receive or open any of these 

photos/videos is committing an offence. 

An indecent image/video includes sexual poses of an under 18, partial nudity and full nudity. This 

would also include where a child has a partner and they have been sending an indecent image of 

themselves to their partner which can also then lead onto other criminal offence issues. 

The UK Law states: 

If an indecent image/video of a child under 18 is created of themselves or another child, this is 

classed as ‘Making’. 

If an indecent image/video of a child under 18 is created and a person of any age is in ‘Possession’ of 

it, this is an offence. 

If an indecent image/video of a child under 18 is then forwarded onto another person of any age, 

this is classed as ‘Distributing’. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

We continue to liaise with local schools on the seriousness of these matters and of the information 

that young people may have been committing these offences. 

I suggest to all parents/carers to have a conversation with any child under 18 in the household to 

inform them of this matter. I would also suggest explaining any use of social media platforms such as 

Snapchat, Group chats and any others to send, receive or take an indecent photo/video of 

themselves or another under 18 is an offence.  

I would then suggest asking the child if they are aware of any indecent image/video on their phone, 

tablet or computer. If there is, I recommend stern words of advice, deletion of any indecent 

image/video, and/or a factory reset of the device.  

‘Take or to make or to distribute indecent photographs or pseudo- photographs, of children’ are all 

criminal offences and are taken very seriously by the police. We as the Child Online Safeguarding 

Team (COST) within the Police Force look into these matters and take police action when required 

to. 

Kind regards, 

PC 1271 

Katie Wilkinson 

Child Online Safeguarding Team (COST) 

Police Welwyn HQ 


