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24th March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I hope that you and your families are all keeping well in light of the current circumstances and 
that students are managing to adjust effectively to social distancing. 
 
I wanted to thank all Year 11 and Year 13 students for their excellent behaviour on their 
impromptu last day on Friday.  I know how very disappointing this was for the students to leave 
so soon.  Mrs Raper and Mrs Leonard were thankfully able to ensure Year 11 had a Leavers’ 
Assembly and an opportunity for shirt signing.  I hope this in some way supported a celebration 
of their time at Harefield albeit not in the circumstance we would have liked.  We are 
unfortunately going to have to cancel the Prom which constitutes a social gathering.  It is highly 
unlikely that such events will be able to continue this side of the summer and as such we will 
arrange full refunds. We will also ensure that students have a suitable opportunity to 
reconvene with their peers through a celebration event for Year 11 and Year 13 students to 
attend early in the new school year.  We will be in touch in the summer term about these plans. 
 
With regard to the assessment of A-levels and GCSEs this summer, Ofqual (the exam boards’ 
regulator) has announced that schools will be asked to submit a grade that reflects what 
teachers feel individual students would have achieved, had they sat the exams this summer. 
These teacher predictions will take into account mock exam results, non-exam assessment and 
coursework as well as the teachers’ professional opinions as to the likely outcome a student 
would have achieved in the summer. 
 
Once they have received this information, the exam boards will then combine the teacher 
prediction with other factors to reach a final grade. These other factors will include the 
student’s prior attainment and grade distribution from previous years (i.e. nationally they 
would want to award similar numbers of grade 9s, 8s, etc. at GCSE or A grades, B grades, etc. 
at A-level as had been achieved in previous years). The students will then be awarded these 
grades before the end of July, with the certificates they receive being no different from any 
other year (i.e. future employers will not know they did not sit exams).  
 
It has been pleasing to see that should students be unhappy with their grades they will be able 
to appeal decisions on their outcomes.  Students will also have the opportunity to sit exams if 
they are not happy with their results, either at the earliest opportunity once schools have 
reopened or in the summer of 2021. 
 
Although we now know the broad approach exam boards and Ofqual will be taking, we are still 
awaiting more information on all the steps mentioned above and will write to you again once 
this is released. Please find below a link to the full press release from the Department for 
Education on Friday 20th March.  
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-grades-announced 
 
As a result of the announcement by the Government about exam grades, you will understand 
that we will no longer be setting daily work for students in Years 11 and 13 over the next few 
weeks, as this can no longer be justified. However, we know that it would be useful during this 
time of uncertainty for students to continue their studies. Therefore, following the Easter break 
we will look to set some extended work that we will ask students to complete either to prepare 
themselves for A-level or university study.  
 
We do understand that you are likely to have more questions regarding the assessment 
process.  However, for the moment we have shared with you all the information that we 
currently have.   Please rest assured that as soon as we know more, we will be in touch and we 
can share this with you. Thank you for your understanding.   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Tash Hurtado 
Headteacher 
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