Year 11
Supporting students with exam
preparation and examinations.

• Year 11 is vital for students. Getting Year 11 right affects their
outcomes and as such their future choices.
• From past experience we know that the students who are
organised and working hard from the outset do better at the
end of the year.
• This evening’s information is to support you with being able to
help students to fulfil their potential.

What should your child be doing?
• All students should be completing regular homework which
amounts to 10 hours a week, please regularly check Class
Charts to support with this.
• On top of this, students should be revising for one hour each
afternoon (after school).
• Weekends - students should be completing at least two
hours of revision each day.
• This should increase as we get closer to examinations.

• No student has no work set.

How can parents/carers can support their child with their examinations?
• Ensure they are fully prepared. Check they have all the resources they need, including revision books
and stationery, scientific calculators and maths sets.
• Help them to organise their revision timetable and set aside a place where they can revise in a quiet,
distraction free environment.
• Encourage students to not just revise subjects they find easy, but also those they find challenging.
• Try not to book any appointments during the school day and holidays should only be booked after all
exams have finished.
• Make sure there are plenty of healthy snacks in the fridge and try to provide good, nutritious food at
regular intervals. Encourage your child to join family meals, even if it's a busy revision day - it's
important to have a change of scene and get away from the books and computer for a while. Also
encourage your child to take regular exercise. A brisk walk around the block can help clear the mind
before the next revision session.
• Try not to place too many demands on your child during exam time. Arguments are counter-productive
and will only add unnecessary stress and distract from revision. It's important to get a good night's
sleep before an exam, so discourage your child from staying up late to cram.
• Mobile phones are a major distraction when revising; agree for them to be removed from the area of
study.
• We have a comprehensive interventions programme running throughout the examination period please
encourage your child to attend (particularly if they struggle to revise independently).

How can parents/carers support their child on the day of the exam?

• Ensure that their school bag is packed and uniform is ready before they go
to bed.
• A good night’s sleep is essential; get them to remove any distractions from
the bedroom.
• Ensure that they have breakfast or lunch before coming into school and get
them to bring a bottle of water for during the day (with the label removed).
• If they are late or unable to attend then phone the school as soon as
possible. If they are ill then you will need to get a medical certificate on the
day.
• Try to not let them dwell on exams once they have finished; there is
nothing they can do once the exam has finished and so remind them to
focus on future examinations.
• Please remind your child that whatever the outcome of their examinations
you will still love them, be proud of them and value all of their other
attributes.

How to revise
• All students will be shown how to create a revision timetable. It
is important that students create one and use it. It will keep
them on schedule and give them a chance to rest and relax as
well as minimise stress.
• Having a revision timetable will break revision down into
manageable chunks.
• Ensure breaks are scheduled, it can be a stressful time.

• Students need to be doing something with the revision – not just
reading the book. This could be answering examination
questions, creating flash cards and mind maps, testing on key
knowledge.

Extended Learning
Our Extended Learning Programme is an exciting opportunity for
additional support and will run throughout the year from the end
of October 2018 until June 2019 on some Saturdays and during
holidays for all students in Key Stage 4.
The Programme will allow students to get ahead with their
learning and experience a wide range of activities with sessions
focusing on improving students’ subject knowledge and
examination technique as well as having valuable teacher input
for relevant coursework.
Please look out for the Extended Learning information letter later
on in the Autumn term.

• Intervention tt

English Language and Literature Roadmap
English Literature

English Language

Paper 1

Paper 2

Paper 1

Paper 2

Section A: Shakespeare

Section A: Modern texts

Section A: Reading

Section A: Reading

Macbeth

An Inspector
Calls

Section B: 19th C Novel

Section B: Anthology

A
Christmas
Carol

Q1 Finding information
Q2 Language Analysis
Q3 Structure Analysis
Q4 How far do you
agree?

Q1 True or false
Q2 Synthesise and Infer
Q3 Language Analysis
Q4 Compare viewpoints

Section B: Writing

Section B: Writing

Q5 Descriptive or
narrative writing

Q5 Writing to give an
opinion

4th June

7th June

Power and Conflict
Section C: Unseen Poetry

Analysing an unseen
poem, and comparing

15th May

23rd May

Tips for English Language
• The format of the papers will always remain the same students need to know what to expect from each paper.
• Use sample papers that they have been given to practise
questions that are more challenging.
• Plan out how to answer longer questions in the reading
section.

• Practise the creative writing task using images from
newspapers or magazines.
• Focus on quality writing rather than quantity.

Tips for Maths
• Students need to have excellent standards of basic numeracy as the
new GCSEs have increased the content of this style of question.
This includes:
• Adding/subtracting/multiplying/dividing large numbers
• Fractions
• Decimals
• Percentages
• Ratio

All of the above are expected to be competent skills without the use
of calculators.
Students need to know all of the important formulae as they are
required to commit these to memory now.

Tips for Maths
• Students will be assessed every two weeks in Maths and
feedback given.
• This allows students’ progress to be tracked closely ensuring
any areas for development are highlighted and tackled quickly.

• Students are invited to intervention on a need basis.
• Assessment and classwork data will be used to inform the
intervention process.
• All students have access to Mathswatch from which homework
is set. This is a huge resource for students to utilise as it covers
all aspects of the course, it provides videos, worksheets and
feedback.

Science Roadmap
Date

Morning

14th May pm
16th May am

Afternoon
Combined Science Biology 1
Separate Science Biology 1

Combined Science Chemistry 1
Separate Science Chemistry 1

22nd May pm

Combined Science Physics 1
Separate Science Physics 1

7th June pm

Combined Science Biology 2
Separate Science Biology 2

12th June am

Combined Science Chemistry 2
Separate Science Chemistry 2

14th June am

Combined Science Physics 2
Separate Science Physics 2

Equipment and Revision Resources
Students sit the AQA exam board
It is absolutely vital that students bring
calculators to all Science exams.
Flash cards and mind maps are a
great idea to summarise key information.

Revision Resources
• We recommend the CGP revision guides
and workbooks.
• There are excellent revision videos on
YouTube which students can use to create
revision resources such as mind maps,
e.g., mygcsescience.
• There is an extensive revision pack from
‘Primrose Kitten’ which has already been
shared with students and will be shared
again on ClassCharts.
• This resource contains practice questions,
checklists and ideas for revision.

History
The exam guide
provided to all Year
11 History students
provides crucial
support in order to
help prepare them
for their
examinations. It
includes:
- Revision
checklists.
- Knowledge
overviews/key
terms.
- Practice exam
questions.
This is provided for
each topic.

History
Practice exam questions are provided in the previously
mentioned exam guide. Students can get help to answer
these questions by using the purple revision guide and
workbook. Most Year 11 History students have these and
must use them in order to prepare for the exams. It’s really
important to practise the questions in timed conditions.
The purple books are also great for making exam resources
such as mind-maps and flashcards. These two revision
materials/techniques are great for preparing for History
exams.
If any students do not have the guides yet, please purchase
them ASAP. If any help is required in purchasing the guides,
please contact Mr Brown - rbrown@theharefieldacademy.org

There are four in total:
1. Crime and Punishment
2. Cold War
3. Germany
4. Anglo-Saxon and Norman
England.

History

There are two planned intervention sessions
for Year 11 in 2018. They will be held on the
following dates:
Saturday 3rd November 10.00am – 12.00pm
Saturday 17th November 10.00am – 12.00pm

Geography
Tips and support:
• Students should use the
revision guide given to them
to practise the 8 mark exam
questions.
• The guide will also help
students create key cards to
help them revise set case
studies.
• They will help split the topics
into the 3 sections of the
exam; global issues, UK issues
and fieldwork and finally
resource use.

Geography
Tips and support:
• Students should use the case study list provided in class. To achieve a strong
grade, students must be able to support their answers with examples (of case
studies) in the exam.
• Students should practise the exam questions provided in timed conditions.

• On paper 2, in the fieldwork section, students should only answer the
questions on urban and coastal environments, not on rural areas and rivers.
Further fieldwork will be offered, dates to be confirmed.
• Catch - up sessions are available on Thursdays 3.00pm - 3.45pm.
• A 2018 revision session is available on:
Saturday 24th November 10.00am – 12.00pm.

Geography.
• Write up of field work is not required now but there is a section in
Paper 2 that will ask students to assess the work carried out and
what could be done to ensure accuracy.
• For students unable to attend the field trip last summer, a further trip
will be offered this term, this will also be open to students who need
additional help with this section.
• Dates for the trip are to be confirmed.

Sociology
Tips and support:
• Ensure that students begin making revision materials for
the two papers that they will be assessed on: Paper 1 - The
Sociology of Families, The Sociology of Education, Relevant
Areas of Social Theory and Methodology. Paper 2 - The
Sociology of Crime and Deviance, The Sociology of Social
Stratification, Relevant Areas of Social Theory and
Methodology.
• Students should practise exam questions, in particular 12
mark questions in timed conditions.
• The glossary of terms A-Z should be used and students
need to ensure that all are fully revised and memorised
before the exams.
• Ensure revision guides have been purchased. If any help is
required in purchasing these, please contact Mr Brown rbrown@theharefieldacademy.org.

Business Studies
Tips and support:
• All Year 11 students have been supplied with
the revision guide for the new specification.
• Students should use the exam technique
booklet to help them structure their
answers correctly.
• Students should practise exam papers in
timed conditions.
• Business lessons will continue running at the
normal time during the exam season for any
students who wish to revise and get support
for their exams.

Ethics
Tips and support:
• Revision focus should begin with Thematic Studies and
Christianity.
• In class we are completing Islam.
• All topics will be covered by Christmas, therefore
revision should and can begin soon!
• Students should use the revision guides to complete
knowledge, then APPLY by completing exam questions.
• Students can quiz each other on key terms, these are
so important and the more they become ingrained in
students’ minds, the easier they are to apply and
understand.
• Students can create a bank of quotes for BOTH
religions (aim for around 6 that can cover all papers).
• Students should use the model answers to help them
understand the mark scheme and know how to reach
their target grade AND BEYOND!!!

Modern Foreign Languages
KS4 exam information MFL
• AO1: Listening (25%) – understand and respond to different types of spoken language.
• AO2: Speaking (25%) – communicate and interact effectively in speech.
• AO3: Reading (25%) – understand and respond to different types of written language.
• AO4: Writing (25%) – communicate in writing.

What is in the course?
• The GCSE course develops areas covered at KS3 in more detail,
encouraging students to develop their own opinions about a range of
issues. They will study across a variety of contexts relevant to their age
and interests and will also develop a greater awareness of culture of
French and/or Spanish speaking communities and countries.

• Students study all of the following themes on which the assessments
are based:
• Theme 1: Identity and culture.
• Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest.
• Theme 3: Current and future study and employment.
• EXAM BOARD: AQA
• SYLLABUS: French GCSE 8658
Spanish GCSE 8698

• GCSE Spanish 8698
• GCSE French 8658
French specification:
• http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658/specification-ata-glance
Spanish specification:
• http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/specificationat-a-glance

Revision guides have been ordered for those parents who requested to buy one
through the Department.
• New GCSE Spanish AQA Complete Revision & Practice (with CD & Online Edition) - Grade 9-1
Course - https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/School/books_gcse_spanish?range=new
• New GCSE French AQA Complete Revision & Practice (with CD & Online Edition) - Grade 9-1
Course - https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/School/books_gcse_french?range=new

How can you help?
• Encourage ACTIVE revision.
• Encourage regular short bursts of revision - 15-20 minutes per night.
• Encourage your child to talk to you/practise speaking at home.
• Support your child by encouraging attendance at morning clubs arranged by
the Department.
• Encourage your child to learn the vocabulary studied from all 3 themes.
Booklets have been handed to every student containing all the AQA
vocabulary.
• Encourage the use of bitesize and other online language websites to practise
topics and GRAMMAR, paying particular attention to tenses and grammar.

GCSE PE
Practical Content 40%
• Students who are completing sports outside of school need to have
their performances filmed to meet the criteria by Christmas.
• Lessons will include many practice moderations; students must learn
all rules for each of their chosen sports as they may be questioned on
these.
• It is important that there is full participation in every lesson.

GCSE PE
Theory Component – 60%
• All course content has been covered in Years 9 and 10.
• This year will be spent revisiting all work and practising test papers.
• What students can do now:
• Start revising!
• There is a lot of difficult vocabulary especially in the anatomy and
physiology topic.
• Create a glossary of key words that they need to learn.
• Start making revision cards with one topic per card.
Keep
updating these cards as they start to learn the content until they
can recall information for a single trigger word.

Recommended Revision Guides
My Revision Notes: OCR GCSE (9-1) PE 2nd
Edition Paperback – 25 Aug 2017
This revision guide is recommended to help
students create revision cards as it covers all
the content of the course. It is simple to
understand and use.
GCSE Physical Education Complete Revision & Practice - for
the Grade 9-1 Course (with Online Ed) (CGP GCSE PE 9-1
Revision)

This is a very in depth revision guide with plenty of revision
practice questions and exam papers. This book should be used
alongside revision notes to test knowledge.

