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17th October 2019 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Many thanks to all the parents who sent in a response for the parent survey, we really value 
your input and support.  We look carefully at these questionnaires to help us to plan for a 
positive student experience at The Harefield Academy and to support us in making further 
changes to improve the provision for students. 
 
The feedback we received was very positive with 97% of Parents/Carers commenting that we 
are particularly strong in the areas below: 
 

 My child feels safe at this school. 

 My child is happy at this school. 

Over 90% of Parents / Careers commented that  

 The school makes sure its students are well behaved   

 The school informs me about my child’s progress 

 The school has high expectations for my child 

 My child has SEND and the school gives them the support they need to succeed. 

 I would recommend this school to another parent. 

A few parents were concerned about how we support your child’s wider development.  Pleas 
be aware that we have a dedicated careers page on our website here detailing provision in all 
year groups. Our comprehensive Careers programme includes one to one meetings with a 
Careers Advisor for all year 11 students, providing impartial advice from the Education 
Development Trust, which take place before the February half term.  Year 7 and Year 9 
students have had an external speaker in to look at the differing roles in the NHS,  Year 10 
have had a workshop run by the London Fashion Academy and Year 8 are going to Kidzania at 
Westfield in November.  Year 9 and 10 students have also had a workshop by Box Clever about 
hate crime and how to cope with pressures in society.   This is in addition to the regular weekly 
PSHE provision which is offered to all students. 
 
A small number of parents seemed unsure about the equality of trips running within the 
school and the extracurricular provision which is available.  The link to the extracurricular 
clubs is available here.  This changes every half term and a link will be sent out.  Many of the 
activities are open to all students and there will be a number of different clubs running 
throughout the academic year.  We have a range of trips which are open to different 
students this year, including the ski trip to Austria April 2020, Kidzania for Year 8, day trip to 
Lille Christmas Market for year 8, 9, 10 and 12.  There are numerous sporting fixtures that 
further supplement this extra-curricular provision.    There will be more trips on offer as the 
year progresses, to support a wide and broad curriculum offering for all students. 
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We are fortunate to have a really strong teaching staff in all curriculum areas across the 
Academy and it was great to see that most parents agreed with that within the Survey.  To 
consistently ensure that we have high quality of teaching across the Academy we have a 
supportive observation and learning walk programme where middle and senior leaders 
observe lessons to ensure that our high standards are replicated across the Academy and for 
all lessons.  We also have a comprehensive CPD programme to support staff in staying up to 
date with current educational changes and to consistently train staff on effective teaching 
and learning.  Should you have any concerns about the teaching in any lessons please see the 
link here to our key staff list on the website who you can contact if you have any questions.  
 
 
87% of parents were happy that when they had raised concerns with the school they have 
been dealt with properly.  As a reminder the first point of contact for school with any concerns 
is your child’s Form Tutor who should be able to support you with the issues arising.  All year 
groups also have a student manager and Head of year who can be contacted if there are any  
concerns.  These staff are best placed to support with resolving any issues your child may 
have. 
 
Many thanks again to all who have completed the survey and we will be using this to continue 
to improve the educational provision that we offer to your children. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
 

Mrs Timmins    
Deputy Headteacher   
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