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7th November 2019 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
As the winter months approach and it starts to get dark at 4.30pm in the evenings, we would 
like to take this opportunity to advise our school community on pastoral priorities and policies 
relating to student safety and wellbeing.   
 
Whilst the onset of colder months may result in an increase in winter bugs, NHS and 
Government guidelines state that students should still attend school in the event of illnesses 
such as coughs and colds. We encourage parents/carers to follow GP advice in relation to 
managing infectious diseases and provide medical evidence when advised to keep your child 
at home. Please be reminded that The Harefield Academy expects all students to achieve an 
attendance percentage of between 97% -100% and the policy, which can be found on the 
website, outlines the responsibility of parents/carers in ensuring this for their child.  Specific 
supportive measures in the home, include discussion of the importance of good hygiene habits, 
such as hand washing, so as to avoid the spread of illness and in promoting a resilient attitude 
to attending school when feeling unwell.  We know that the most successful learners are those 
who attend school regularly; their learning is fluid and they do not develop gaps in their 
understanding.  Any absence affects the pattern of a child’s schooling and regular absence will 
seriously affect both learning and wellbeing.  We are therefore pleased to share with you 
significant improvements in attendance at The Harefield Academy as recognised by HMI in 
September and as celebrated in our recent Attendance Rewards Week, which saw 300+ 
students achieving a reward for good, or improving attendance.   
 
I would also like to thank you for working with us to ensure your child’s safety when leaving 
The Academy. As previously communicated, it is the parents/carers’ responsibility to ensure 
their child’s safe travel home following their attendance at the after school activities or 
detentions. We do not have staff availability to supervise children after these activities and, 
once finished, students need to make their way off site immediately. If students are waiting for 
parent/carer collection they may sit for a short while in the reception area, which is staffed but 
not supervised. Information on the range of after school activities taking place at The Academy 
after 3pm can be found on the website, as can the timings of detentions.  Parents/carers are 
reminded that they can ensure their child is making their way safely home by logging into your 
Zip Oyster account, this will show you that your child has tapped onto a bus and their forward 
journey from school: https://tfl.gov.uk/info-for/media/press-releases/2012/may/new-oyster-
online-accounts-help-customers-keep-track-of-their-travel 
 
We are aware that some parents/carers opt for their child to have a mobile phone during their 

journey to and from school, for use in an emergency.  All students have their own locker, 

where safe storage of a phone can be facilitated and there are some occasions where parents 

liaise with us on their child handing their phone to a member of staff at the start of the day, 

to be locked away until school finishes.  Research supports the view that mobile phone use 

intrudes into students’ learning in an unhelpful way, and we would therefore like to reinforce  
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to our wider school community, the expectations and policies relating to mobile phones (and 

similar/corresponding electronic devices) at The Harefield Academy.   Mobile phones are not 

permitted to be seen or heard in The Academy, with this rule extending to before and after 

school activities.  Mobile phones must be switched off and kept in lockers; their visibility will 

result in confiscation, with return to a parents/carers from Reception.  Any non-compliance 

relating to this will be addressed at the C5 level, due to refusal to comply with The Academy 

Behaviour for Learning Policy.   

 

Students are regularly informed, through assemblies, that if they are involved in the recording 

or distribution of recorded footage that brings The Academy into disrepute this will constitute 

a very serious offence and that they will be sanctioned accordingly. If it comes to staff 

attention that a student’s phone contains video footage of an inappropriate nature, their 

phone will be confiscated and passed to our Safer Schools Officer PC Gaster in the first 

instance. This is in line with our joint Schools/Police protocol. 

 
Furthermore, parents/carers are reminded that regular monitoring of their child’s mobile 
phone and internet access is something that is advisable, to ensure online safety and healthy 
choices around phone usage. Next week in Tutor Time, Tutors will be exploring the positive 
aspects of mobile phone technology, but also reflecting on the negative impact, for example, 
an almost compulsive desire to stay in touch with the world through their mobile phone, as 
well as neglecting real relationships in favour of the virtual world of the mobile phone screen.  
This is part of a wider campaign at The Academy, to encourage students to reflect on phone 
usage, which also includes a ‘Knowledge Quest’ competition, which is open to all students in 
Years 7 – 11.  Such incentives and reward campaigns feature as high priority in our pastoral 
planning at The Academy and it brings me great pleasure to inform you that over 1330 merits 
for ‘good effort in class’ alone were logged on Class Charts during Double Rewards Week last 
week.   
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 
 

F Carey 
Deputy Headteacher 
 
 


