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19 March 2020 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

Re: Coronavirus update – school closure to most students 

Following on from my last update, I am now writing to let you know that we have now been instructed to close 
the school to almost all children after this Friday until further notice. 

As advised by the Government, we will do all we can to stay open for the children of key workers (e.g. NHS 
staff, police, others in frontline services) and children with particular needs. 

We are waiting for the Government to publish more information on what this means, and anticipate a full list 
of eligible students/families to be published to schools and the media by this afternoon. Once we have 
received this information it will be shared with Parents/Carers.  For the time being we understand eligibility 
to extend to children of: 

 Medical, nursing and paramedic/ambulance staff  

 Workers in Adult Social Care, Social Workers and Teachers  

 Health Care Assistants and Administrators (in GP practices/Clinics)  

 Childminders (Certificate of Registration will be required as evidence)  

 Nursery Staff (Private, voluntary and independent)  

 Fire and Police  

 Supermarket delivery drivers  

 
If you believe that you child is eligible for continued attendance at school in the period of school closure, 
please email attendance@theharefieldacademy.org giving the following information: 

For Key workers: 

 Child’s name 

 Which parent is a key worker 

 Job title of key worker 

 Place of employment of key worker 

 Details of full or part time key work 
 

Children who are eligible to attend school for other reasons such as having an EHCP or an attached social 
worker, will be contacted separately as we already hold this information. 

All other children will need to stay at home, so we ask that you do not send your child into school from Monday 
onwards. Please also be mindful that these extreme measures imposed upon schools are to limit the spread of 
Corona virus such that we can collectively limit and reduce the spread of infection as soon as possible and 
protect the most vulnerable in our communities. It therefore becomes Parents/Carers responsibility to ensure 
Government guidelines on social distancing are adhered to by their children whilst not in school. 

Please note that this is a national closure – as you may have heard in the news – so while it is a challenging 
situation, we are not alone. We will reopen fully to all students as soon as we are directed to but current 
guidance indicates that this remains under review by the Government for the foreseeable future. 

We have already published through Class Charts and in correspondence from Mrs Timmins, details of work 
your child should complete whilst school is closed. Please support your child in completing this. In the 
anticipated lengthy period of closure, children should continue to be mentally stimulated to alleviate boredom 
and to support not falling behind in their learning. 

If your child usually receives free school meals we will also be in touch with more information about how we 
will continue to provide this, with support from a scheme that the Government has just announced. 

We are supporting all Year 11 and 13 students with the news that there will be no examinations for this cohort. 
Once we have more detail from Ofqual we will share this to all parents and students. We will ensure that no 
student is disadvantaged by this unprecedented event. 
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This is as much as we know right now and we appreciate your continued patience as we deal with this ever-
changing situation. We understand that this latest news will have an impact on you and your family and is far 
from ideal, but we will continue to keep in touch with any updates as the situation develops. 

If you want to get in touch to share any concerns, please don’t hesitate to do so via the usual communication 
channels. 

And remember: if you or your child feels ill and you want to know what to do next, please use NHS 111 online. 

Thank you again for your continued support, and we will be in touch with more information when we can. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Tash Hurtado 
Headteacher 

https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19

