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16th March 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

As you are probably aware, the Government’s guidance on the coronavirus has changed from the 
‘contain’ phase to one of delaying the spread of the virus. We are getting in touch to let you know 
what we are doing in light of this, and what we ask from all of you, to help make sure our school 
community keeps safe and calm. 

We would like to reassure you that we continue to take all of the necessary steps to protect our 
community and to follow official guidance from the government which is regularly updated on our 
website. 

 

What is the current situation? 

 The school remains open – this is the current official guidance we’ve been given. 

 Students should attend unless they feel unwell – if your child has any of the following 
symptoms they should remain at home for 7 days: 

 a new, continuous cough and/or  

 a temperature.  

 If your child is unwell, report this as you would normally.  

 We have regrettably had to cancel residential trips due to go out at Easter. Parents affected 
have been contacted separately. 

 We are cancelling all after school activities until further notice so that students can all come 
straight home at 3pm daily.  This means that detentions and extra-curricular clubs will be 
suspended.  Please support us by ensuring that you request your child to come straight home 
each day, minimizing social interactions in public places. 

Do please remember that the reasons schools have been advised to remain open is: 

 To protect the continuity in their education.  

 To continue preparing students for their exams where relevant. 

 To support young people with stability and familiar routines at a time where they could 
otherwise become anxious by the scale of the current situation and the substantial press 
attention it is receiving. 

 

What we’re doing to protect and support students and staff  

 Liaising regularly with parents about any emerging concerns and fully supporting self-isolation 
as needed. 

 Maintaining a regular and thorough schedule. 

 Re-enforcing hand-washing routines.  

 Students are receiving special PSHE lessons and regular key reminders  about hygiene via Tutor 
Time and assemblies this week. 
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What we need you to do 

If you’ve recently changed your contact details, please inform the school office as soon as 
possible.  

 Talk to your children about the coronavirus. It’s a scary time and we should make sure children 
feel supported. BBC Newsround has regular updates for younger children and YoungMinds has 
practical steps older children can take to help with anxiety. 

 Come and collect your child straight away, if we ask you to (we’ll contact you if they become ill 
with either a temperature or a new, continuous cough). 

 Check that you and your child have access to the Class Charts and Seneca which will be key 
platforms for setting work during absence or should the school be advised to close by the 
government.  

 Please let your child’s Student Manager know as soon as possible if you do not have access to 
technology in the home such that this can be built into plans if work needs to be set further 
down the line. 

 Please speak openly with your children to help address any concerns they have and ensure that 
self-isolation protocols are adhered to.   

 If students are at home self-isolating they should remain in the home to limit the spread of 
infection. 

 Year 11 and 13 special advice: Should your child be self–isolating, please let the school know 
on the first day of self-isolation and please cite this as the reason for the absence, as students 
may miss practical assessments that form part of their final GCSE/BTEC or A level exam.  If this 
is the case, we need to be able to apply for special consideration for any examination 
components missed, to ensure that your child is not disadvantaged by the virus. 

 

What happens if the school has to close? 

We will only close if we are either officially advised to do so or if we don’t have enough staff to run the 
school based on supporting appropriate self-isolation. 

In either case, we will: 

 Alert you to this decision immediately via InTouch, Twitter and our website. 

 Update you regarding the length of closure via these same mechanisms. 

 Send separate guidance around impact on exams for students in Years 11 and 13. This 
information will be as we are advised by Ofqual and the Joint Council for Qualifications.  You 
can get these live updates directly if you are concerned and wish to monitor this via the Ofqual 
page here. 

 

Current Ofqual Guidance regarding summer exams: 

“We recognise that students, parents, schools and colleges will be concerned about the possible 
impact of coronavirus on the 2020 summer exam series. Our advice at this time is to continue to 
prepare for exams and other assessments as normal. 

We continue to work closely with exam boards, other regulators and the Department for Education 
and we have met to plan for a range of scenarios, as the public would expect. Our overriding 
priorities are fairness to students this summer and keeping disruption to a minimum. 

It is still many weeks until exams start and we will issue updated advice if necessary, giving schools 
and colleges as much notice as possible.” 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround#more-stories-2
https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/what-to-do-if-you-re-anxious-about-coronavirus/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/updated-statement-on-coronavirus


 

 
 

 

If you have any questions 

Please consult the: 

 School office, if you have any questions about our response to this issue.  

 NHS, if you want to know more about the symptoms of coronavirus. If you think you or your 
child may have the symptoms, use NHS 111 online if at all possible before calling 111. 

 The Department for Education’s coronavirus helpline: 0800 046 8687, if you have any questions 
about the Government’s response to coronavirus in relation to schools 

 The Government’s travel advice, if you want to know whether any upcoming trip or holiday 
you’re taking abroad should go ahead. 

 

It’s a tricky time and we know you will be worried about the impact this might have on our 
community. It is important we keep each other safe and talk about these events to help with any 
anxiety. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Tash Hurtado 
Headteacher  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus

