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Dear Parents/Carers, 

As we come to the end of a very busy and pragmatic half term, may I thank you for your highly positive 

engagement in the numerous improvements we have made to systems and procedures in The 

Academy. 

Students have adapted really well to the new school day. Punctuality to school and also to lessons has 

improved. Tutor time in the mornings is supporting a positive tone to be set for the day with uniform 

and equipment checks adding to valuable input delivered through assemblies and tutor time activities.  

I am very proud of how quickly students have adapted to the single lunch break. The significant 

majority of students have been behaving in an exemplary manner, enabling a swift service through 

the Café area and modelling outstanding manners as they move around social areas. 

We are embedding our new Behaviour Policy and Ladder of Consequence effectively. I must thank you 

for your support in this matter.  We have welcomed a large number of visitors to The Academy this 

term, through Open Evenings, Coffee Mornings, visiting professionals, Inspectors, Governors and 

members of the local community.  It has been a pleasure to receive consistently positive feedback that 

has been shared on these occasions about the excellent attitudes to learning and positive behaviour 

that the majority of our students routinely demonstrate. We are continuing to raise the bar with 

regards to students taking responsibility for their choices and actions as we wish for them to be 

nothing but the best.  We welcome your continued feedback as we strive to establish an even stronger 

climate for learning. To this end, I would ask for your support in focussing on the following target areas 

in the coming weeks: 

 Closer adherence to school uniform requirements with regards to ‘extreme hair styles’ and 

skirt length.  Students should not have extreme colours or patterns shaved into their heads. 

Skirts should not be shortened by rolling them at the waist. These or any other deviations 

from the published uniform list will be sanctioned. 

 Greater respect for the environment both in school and on the way home. Some students 

need to be more proactive in clearing up their own litter, tidying up work spaces and managing 

their conduct (including avoidance of swearing/offensive language) in public places. Again, 

deviation from the expectations set out in our Ladder of Consequence will be sanctioned, but 

more importantly, we want students to be continually aware of making a positive contribution 

to The Academy and local community. 
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As we embrace national changes to GCSE, BTEC and A-level qualifications, we are adjusting well to our 

new Assessment Policy and have recently collected data on Year 11 and Sixth Form students. We 

welcome parental feedback on the new reports that are currently making their way home. From a 

school perspective we have made thorough use of this data to inform where students require 

additional support and interventions.  We are delighted that over one third of all Year 11s have been 

attending school on Saturdays to attend extra maths lessons; we look forward to the excellent 

outcomes they are likely to achieve in the summer exams through such a committed approach to their 

studies.  Miss King and Mr Makris have been ably supported in facilitating these lessons by a number 

of our A-level Maths students who are demonstrating fabulous potential as the next generation of 

THA teachers! 

At the end of this letter, you will find a summary of interventions taking place over the October half 

term in a range of subjects. Please do encourage attendance in relevant sessions that will be of support 

to your son/daughter. Whilst teachers will continue to assess and monitor student progress 

throughout the school year in their lessons, the December mocks will be the final formal opportunity 

for Year 11 and 13 students to be assessed under formal conditions and are therefore the best 

indicator of likely performance in the ‘real thing’.   

In addition to interventions, we have a full and varied programme of extra curricular activities taking 

place after school which can be found on our website. We encourage participation from all year groups 

in this wider provision and also welcome students to use our library (LRC) until 4pm where homework 

can be completed in a supportive and stimulating environment. 

Following the success of our Coffee Morning in support of Macmillan Cancer at the end of September, 

which raised over £500, we have our charity hat on again this week supporting ‘Stand up for Cancer’ 

with a non-uniform day on Thursday 20th October. We are also appealing for support from 

parents/carers and families to help us put on the best ever Christmas event for our local Harefield 

Senior Citizens. We are asking for any donations of boxed chocolates/biscuit-tins/packaged 

toiletries/bottled drinks to ensure Santa is able to deliver special gifts to all of our guests! This 

wonderful community event takes place on Monday 12th December. Please deliver your contributions 

to the main reception between now and 2nd December. 

We look forward to welcoming parents to The Academy at the following forthcoming events: 

 Thursday 10th November - Into the Sixth Form Evening 

 Thursday 1st December - Year 9 Parents' Evening 

 Thursday 15th December - A-level/GCSE Music Concert 

Our last day of term will be on Wednesday 21st December when we will be closing at 1pm. 

Please be aware that data collection sheets will be issued at every Parents’ Evening to ensure we hold 
the most up to date information about your child. In the meantime, if you are aware that you have 
changed personal information or contact detail pertinent to students in The Academy, please email 
the following address with details in order that we can update our records: 
datachange@theharefieldacademy.org 

I would like to thank parents/carers for their responses to the Ofsted survey which will help further 

shape our school improvement strategy. We will publish the report on our website as soon as it is 

available to us which we anticipate to be early in November. 
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The Year 11 and Year 13 mocks are running from the 28th November 2016 to 9th December 2016. 

During this time students will only be required to come in for the exams that they have.  However, we 

will have study rooms available for those who require them.  It is really important that all students are 

revising for these exams as this is the one opportunity to sit all the papers and we can then support 

students with gaps in their knowledge. The timetable will be sent to Year 11 and 13 parents before 

the end of the half term.  Students will get individual timetables closer to the exams.   

We have some intervention sessions running over half term for Year 11, see details below. Please 

encourage your children to attend as they are really beneficial. 

Tuesday 25 October 
Business GCSE 
intervention 

10.00 – 14.30 Mrs Hersi Room 216 

Thursday 27 October Art GCSE intervention 10.00 – 13.00 Mrs Gupta Room 215 

Friday 28 October 
Maths GCSE 
intervention 

9.00 – 11.30 Maths team Circle Room 

Finally, THA Governing Body has a vacancy for a Parent Governor, as mentioned here in a letter from 
the Clerk to Governor to parents. In summary the process and deadlines are: 

 Nomination forms returned from Parents to the Clerk to Governors by 7th November 2016 

 If we receive more than two nominations there will be a ballot and parents will receive details 
of all nominations and ballot papers for election over a two week period 

 The ballot papers will be checked by the Clerk and one other for verification 

 Parents will then be notified of the outcome of their elected Parent Governor. 

I hope you all have a lovely half term and look forward to welcoming students back on Monday 31st 
October. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Tash Moriarty 
Principal 
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