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3 April 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope that you are all keeping well and finding ways to adapt to these new and unusual ways of living!  
It is a test to us all indeed to learn to find creative ways of staying positive and healthy whilst observing 
all the recommended protocols that keep us all and our loved ones safe. 
 
You should have received a leaflet today from Mrs Carey outlining a range of support networks which 
we hope will be useful.  We have also sent out our regular newsletter which we hope you will enjoy 
reading. 
 
We have been making pastoral welfare calls home to some of our students who normally receive a 
little more support in school. Please note that we intend to extend this after the Easter break such 
that all of our students will receive a call home to check how they are coping with home learning and 
to understand if there is anything else we can do to support you.  We want to ensure that each 
member of our THA community continues to feel valued and listened to even whilst we are working 
in a more remote manner. 
 
Please continue to use our website, notably the news pages, to keep up to date with school matters.  
We use this page to add any relevant Government updates rather than repeatedly sending these out 
to you to avoid information overload.  Do please also feel comfortable to get in touch with any queries 
you have using our contact page to identify the most appropriate person to direct your questions to. 
 
You will be aware that we continue to operate for eligible key worker children and vulnerable 
students.  We are very proud of the fantastic way that our students have adapted to this unusual 
arrangement and the manner in which they are contributing positively to numerous community 
initiatives.  Whilst we are open, we are taking the opportunity to ensure the school has received a 
thorough deep clean and that many of the site jobs we often struggle to get to whilst students are 
here are addressed such that our fabulous site looks amazing once we are able to welcome back our 
whole community. 
 
I would like to congratulate all of our students who have so positively engaged in their home learning.  
For those who have yet to get in to a regular routine, please do lend your support with this.  Students 
and families are likely to adjust far better to these difficult circumstances if their day is built around a 
clear and consistent routine.  In addition, we do not want our students to fall behind in their learning 
and find it difficult to catch up when we return to school.  Teachers will not be setting any new work 
over the Easter break so please take this time to enjoy some family activities and make the most of 
the expected sunshine!  
  
With regards to Years 11 and 13 exams, Ofqual have today published guidance on how schools are to 
proceed with establishing grades.  The guidance can be found here but Mrs Timmins will be writing to 
families in the coming days to breakdown in a more user friendly way what this looks like for our 
students. In terms of UCAS, Year 13 students should ensure that their email address is correct on UCAS 
Track, as this is the way universities will communicate with them regarding offers.  Universities have 
extended the reply deadlines, so there is no need to rush to make their firm and insurance choices. 
Students should keep checking the UCAS site for any further updates: 
https://www.ucas.com/coronavirus.  
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Given the increase in “virtual gatherings” at the moment, an app that has been growing in popularity 
is Houseparty. This is an app whereby you are able to have real-time, face-to-face conversations with 
multiple people at the same time in what is known as a “House party”. Whilst on the face of it, the 
app looks to have many benefits and enables young people to keep in touch with friends and family, 
it also poses a number of risks. These risks include being a platform for sexual and pornographic 
content to be displayed to minors, as well as the app having access to your smartphone’s main portal, 
which can include being able to access your contact list, obtain your current location and address 
details, as well as being able to access your Wi-Fi and Hotspot information. There have also been 
reports about users’ social media profiles and internet banking apps being hacked after this app was 
downloaded onto their devices.  
For these reasons, we would strongly discourage students from downloading the app and recommend 
that if they have already done so, it is deleted. There are a range of other apps available such as 
Facetime and Skype which allow for real-time face-to-face conversations to still occur with friends and 
family whilst we are in social isolation. It is also worth noting that in line with many other popular apps 
such as Instagram, Snapchat & Tik Tok you need to be at least 13 years old to use this app; however, 
there is currently no age verification process when signing up to Houseparty so this is easy to by-pass.  
Please do continue to be vigilant around new and emerging social media platforms that your child may 
have exposure to such that they are kept free from the risks associated with them. 
 
All that remains is for me to wish you and your families a safe, healthy and happy Easter break and to 
thank you all so much for the fantastic support you are showing at this time through the home-
schooling of your children and through the kind words that have been shared with our staff. 
 
We very much look forward to seeing you all again soon. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Tash Hurtado 
Headteacher 


