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14th February 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Coronavirus  
 
We know that you will be aware of the spread of the coronavirus, a member of the same family of 
viruses which caused the SARS (Serious Acquired Respiratory Syndrome) worldwide outbreak in 2002-
2003. We have been updated by the Government regularly since the start of the outbreak, and thought 
it helpful to share a few key points with our families. We would appreciate it if you could share these 
key pointers with your children, who naturally have questions and may present with concerns.  
 
With regard to the symptoms, these range from cold like symptoms to body aches, chills, fever, severe 
shivering (flu like symptoms) to shortness of breath and wheezing. Clearly, these are the same 
symptoms as many other conditions circulating currently, which is why it is so important for us to 
reinforce with the children that it is currently highly unlikely that anyone with these existing symptoms 
will have this coronavirus in Harefield and surrounding areas.   The advice which we are giving to the 
children at school, when they ask, is what has been given to schools by the Government, which is simply 
to get into the routine of practising good hygiene for colds and for flu: “Catch it, Bin it, Kill it”. They 
should sneeze into disposable tissues (“catch it”), dispose of them (“bin it”) and then wash their hands 
regularly with soap and water (“kill it”). They should also avoid touching their faces with their hands 
unless they have just washed their hands.  
 
Our cleaning team are also being extra vigilant when cleaning items which are commonly touched, such 
as the door handles, desks and chairs. There is currently no need for alarm or extra measures to be put 
in place by us as a school, but we do encourage you to deliver the same messages at home.   In addition, 
the latest information and advice may also be found at the following link, where you can remain up to 
date with the current situation. www.gov.uk/coronavirus   
 
Please be reminded that NHS and Government guidelines state that students should still attend school 
in the event of common illnesses such as coughs and colds. Please be reminded that The Harefield 
Academy expects all students to achieve an attendance percentage of between 97% -100% and the 
policy, which can be found on the website, outlines the responsibility of parents/carers in ensuring this 
for their child. Specific supportive measures in the home, include the promotion of a resilient attitude 
to attending school when feeling unwell. We know that the most successful learners are those who 
attend school regularly; their learning is fluid and they do not develop gaps in their understanding. Any 
absence affects the pattern of a child’s schooling and regular absence will seriously affect both learning 
and wellbeing. We are therefore pleased to share with you significant improvements in attendance at 
The Harefield Academy as recognised by HMI in September and as celebrated in our half termly 
Attendance Rewards Weeks. 
 
We would like to wish all of our families a pleasant and a restful half term break. 
 
With best wishes, 

 
Mrs F Carey 
Deputy Headteacher 
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