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19th December 2016 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

I hope that you are all looking forward to the Christmas break. 

It has been a very long and busy term during which time we have seen many wonderful 

successes from our students.  I am quite sure they are also looking forward to a rest!  Please 

keep an eye out on our website for the ‘Principal’s Star Students’ whose excellent 

achievements are to be congratulated. The Harefield Academy - Principal's Star Students.  We 

also congratulated 168 students in our end of term assemblies for achievements ranging from 

100% attendance to Tutee of the Term.  The names of these outstanding students can be found 

in our newsletter.  We are very proud of their achievements and positive contributions to The 

Academy.  Mr Karadia has been working on a structured rewards programme this term which 

will be introduced in the New Year. This will hopefully support students and parents/carers in 

understanding the range of ways in which we celebrate achievement and will help students to 

continue raising their aspirations.  One whole school achievement of which we are very proud 

is our movement up the National State Schools’ Sport rankings going from 24th placed to 13th 

placed this year. http://www.schoolsportmag.co.uk/top-100-sports-schools/4587348675.  We 

are all very proud of our students’ incredible sporting achievements. 

Our Year 11 and 13 students are to be commended for the excellent way in which the 

significant majority conducted themselves through their mock exams.  Unfortunately, 

examinations are becoming longer and more challenging so it is great to see our students rising 

to the challenge and remaining focussed throughout.  We will report on their outcomes 

immediately after the Christmas holiday.  We have a very important Parents’ Evening coming 

up for each of these year groups early in January, detailed below. Attendance at these valuable 

meetings is crucial to support students in achieving successful outcomes. There are only 15 

school weeks remaining until the GCSE and A-level examinations begin.  These are 15 extremely 

important weeks. Students are being supported in school in numerous ways including 

additional classes and dedicated study areas. I would encourage you to take time going through 

the pending reports carefully and raising any questions with individual teachers at the Parents’ 

Evenings: 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening – Thursday 5th January 2017 – 3.45 to 6.30pm 
Sixth Form Parents’ Evening – Thursday 12th January 2017 – 3.45 to 6.30pm 
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You will be aware from previous correspondence that we have had to make some timetable 

changes as a result of unexpected and significant poor health of two Directors of Learning.  

Firstly, I am pleased to report that Mr Elsworth is recovering very well from a substantial 

operation and we hope he will be returning to us once his treatment is complete.  

Unfortunately, Mr Gosling will be unable to return to work following a back operation.  

However, I am pleased to advise that we have appointed Mrs Gillett as the new Director of 

Learning for Science.  I would like to thank you for your understanding in these matters.  We 

have ensured that by making internal timetable changes, we have minimised the need to bring 

in non-specialist supply teachers.  We hope for better health and no further disruption in the 

New Year! 

We have enjoyed numerous special Christmas events in the past few weeks including a Year 7 

trip to the pantomime, a disco organised by FoTHA, Christmas Jumper day which raised £607 

for charity and FoTHA, and a wonderful Christmas party for our local senior residents.  I would 

like to thank all students, staff and volunteers who supported to make each of these events so 

festive and enjoyable.  We were delighted to be joined by The Mayor and Mayoress of 

Hillingdon and Counsellor Jane Palmer at the senior residents’ party. 

We say farewell and thank you to the following staff who are moving on at the end of term: 

Anita Macdonald (Head of Music) 
David Ngoma (Head of DT) 
Neil Noriega (Science supply) 
Usha Ayyar (Finance Manager) 
 
I would like to thank each of these colleagues for their contributions to The Academy and wish 

them every success in the future. 

Our last day of term will be on Wednesday 21st December when we will be closing at 12.40pm. 
The E21 and E21B buses will pick up from The Academy at 13.30pm on Wednesday 21st 
December for any students travelling home by bus.             

I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and look forward to welcoming students back on 
Wednesday 4th January at 8.45am. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Tash Moriarty 
Principal 


