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Welcome to The Harefield Academy

The Harefield Academy is an incredibly exciting place to learn.
You will see through our vision and aims that we are relentlessly ambitious for
our students, demanding that staff and students align to the highest level of
expectation and aspiration; and that we provide the right learning conditions
through which such goals can be achieved.
As a small school, the level of pastoral support we are able to offer students is
quite unique with students routinely reporting that they feel safe and happy
and that staff know them well.
The unique environment and opportunities offered within The Academy are the
perfect platform upon which to build success.

We welcome visits from prospective students and staff. Following our most
recent Open Evening, the vast majority of visitors responded to our survey
indicating an increased likelihood of sending their child to The Harefield
Academy having met our students and learned more about us. We are always
most welcoming of bespoke visits if you would like to come and see what we
have on offer. In the meantime, we hope that you enjoy exploring our website.
Tash Moriarty, Headteacher
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Times of the Day
Breakfast: 7.30—8.45am
Tutor Time: 8.45—9.05am
Lesson 1: 9.05—9.55am

Lesson 2: 9.55—10.45am
Break: 10.45—11.00am
Lesson 3: 11.00—11.50am
Lesson 4: 11.50—12.40pm

Lunch Time: 12.40—1.20pm
Lesson 5: 1.20—2.10pm
Lesson 6: 2.10—3.00pm
Followed by Extra Curricular Activities
A wide range of activities is offered to suit the needs and interest of all
students.

School Terms, Holidays and Closures

Autumn Term
Monday 3rd September 2018 to Tuesday 18th December 2018
Monday 3rd September 2018—INSET day 1—School closed to students
Tuesday 4th September 2018—Year 7 and Sixth Form start
Wednesday 5th September 2018—Years 8, 9, 10 and 11 return
Monday 22nd October 2018 to Friday 26th October 2018—Autumn half term
Tuesday 13th November 2018—INSET day 2—School closed to students

Spring Term

Monday 7th January 2019 to Friday 5th April 2019
Monday 7th January 2019—INSET day 3—School closed to students
Monday 18th February 2019 to Friday 22nd February 2019 —Spring half term
Friday 5th April 2019—INSET day 4—School closed to students

Summer Term
Tuesday 23rd April 2019 to Tuesday 23rd July 2019
Monday 6th May 2019 —May Day Bank Holiday
Monday 27th May 2019 to Friday 31st May 2019—Summer half term
Thursday 27th June 2019—INSET day 5—School closed to students

Admission processes and Transition
information to The Harefield Academy
Year 7 intake for September 2019:


Date of births must fall between 1st September 2007 and 31st August
2008.



Parents/carers to create an account and apply online via the local
borough such as Hillingdon: www.hillingdon.gov.uk/schooladmissions by
31st October 2018.



Offer day is Friday 1st March 2019. You will receive an email from the local
authority that you applied through.



Accept the offer by 15th March 2019 - Important: You must accept the
offer to secure the school place. If you do not accept by the 15th March
2019, the offer may be withdrawn.

Starter Information:


April 2019 – Welcome letter and information sent from The Harefield
Academy



June 2019 – THA transition staff visit primary schools to get to know
students



June 2019 – One to one meetings for parents/carers/students with senior
members of staff



July 2019 – Parent Information Evening



July 2019 – Year 6 into Year 7 Transition Day

Useful websites:
Online applications - www.eAdmissions.org.uk
The Harefield Academy - www.theharefieldacademy.org

Attendance
We know that the most successful learners are those who attend
school regularly. Their learning is fluid and they do not develop gaps
in their understanding. Any absence affects the pattern of a child’s
schooling and regular absence will seriously affect both their learning
and wellbeing. Any student’s absence disrupts teaching routines so
may affect the learning of others in the same class.
Attending school regularly is vitally important for students – every day
counts. Students need to attend regularly to take full advantage of all
the educational opportunities open to them. If they do not, their
education and career opportunities suffer. Research shows that truants
and absentees are more likely to be drawn into patterns of anti-social
behaviour, commit crimes or become the victims of crime.
Punctuality
It is important that students arrive at school on time to ensure that
classes are not missed and other students are not disrupted. However,
if a student is late, for whatever reason, they should get to school as
soon as possible and sign in at reception. In this way, the minimum
number of classes will be missed. Students who arrive after the close
of registration will be recorded as an unauthorised absence.

Teaching and Learning overview
Quality first teaching is the driving force behind curriculum planning,
behaviour for learning and student outcomes at The Harefield
Academy. In our drive towards ensuring that all students reach their
full potential, we train staff to ensure that the ‘daily diet’ for our
students is consistently good or better across all lessons and all key
stages. The learning ethos at The Harefield Academy embodies a ‘we
can’ attitude so that students are consistently made aware of our
relentlessly high expectations of their learning and therefore show
resilience and independence in tackling the challenging tasks and
targets that we set. Our clear and consistent learning routines
reinforce the expectation of students’ attitudes to learning and high
aspirations. Driving standards in Teaching and Learning is our core
business; students and staff alike are leaders of learning at The
Harefield Academy.
Quality teaching and learning enables our students to have frequent
opportunities to become successful. We take into consideration
the starting point and individual needs of all students when planning
for inclusive quality first teaching. In addition to this, we
set aspirational targets for our students and take responsibility for
helping them to meet these through our design of personalised
resources and tasks. All Academy students will receive personalised
feedback from each of their teachers, so that they have clear
individual next steps for further progress.

Marking and Assessment
Excellent marking and assessment are not just an expectation, but an
entitlement that every student has as part of their lessons and
learning. The purpose of The Harefield Academy Assessment,
Recording and Reporting Policy is to support us in developing a system
of feedback that will secure student progression. It will also develop a
dialogic process so that students are actively responding to the
marking and feedback they are receiving and improving their
knowledge and skills in light of the development needs that we
identify. We know that effective student engagement with feedback
will have the highest impact on attainment, therefore as an academy
we have a whole school policy to use STAR and Red Pen Response. This
means that any feedback given either verbally or written is acted
upon; by the student and a challenge question or target is improved
upon in red. While extended pieces of work will be marked throughout
the term using this approach, other forms of marking used will be
marked using peer and self-marking and effort grades.

THA Exam Results Summer 2018—Year 11
We are delighted with our exam results for 2017—18 which show an
ever improving trend of improvement in The Harefield Academy
results. The proportion of students achieving success has improved in
many subjects including a 12% rise in the Science pass rate and 9% in
Maths. We have seen an improving trend over the last two years in
our key headline measures with an increase in the proportion of
students achieving their targets, those achieving a standard pass in
Maths and English and our overall Progress 8 score. We are very
proud of the hard work that our students put in to achieving such
great outcomes.

2015-16
Outcomes

Grade 4 or better in both
43.0%
Maths and English
% achieving Grade 4 and
46.3%
above in Maths
% achieving Grade 4 and
57.6%
above in English
% achieving Grade 4 and above in
Science across all Science
qualifications

2016-17
Outcomes

2017-18
Outcomes

48.9% ↑

54.5%

54.1% ↑

64.3%

65.2% ↑

65.2% =

45%

57%

THA Exam Results Summer 2018—Sixth Form
The hard work of our Sixth Form students resulted in huge improvements in
outcomes. We saw the proportion of students achieving grades A*-C in their A
levels rise from 58% in 2017 to 74% this summer. That is three quarters of our
A level students achieving this impressive threshold! The proportion of
students achieving a pass has also risen and our value added grade for A levels
has risen substantially for the second year running taking us to slightly above
national average (-0.68 in 2016, -0.27 in 2017, 0.03 in 2018). We are very
proud of this improving trend and thankful to our dedicated staff for the
support they have given to students in securing such great results. This success
is not limited to A levels with outstanding success stories amongst our
vocational students who were the first year group to complete the new BTECs
containing an exam component. As a result, all our Sixth Form students have
been successful in progressing to approved destinations. 71% are heading to
University/Higher Education/training with all other students moving into
employment or planned gap years.
Outcomes

2015-16

2016-17

2017-18

28

27

31

37
-0.68

34
-0.27↑

21
0.03↑

C

C- ↓

C+ ↑

A level % A*-B

38%

38% =

44%↑

A level % A*-C

68%

58% ↓

74%↑

A level only % A*-E

95%

98% ↑

99%↑

BTEC only % Merit/Distinction

83%

92% ↑

96%↑

BTEC only % Pass +

83%

100% ↑

100%=

GCSE Maths progress ≥1 grade

0.02

0.3 ↑

0.9↑

GCSE English progress ≥1 grade

0.57

0.8↑

1.0↑

Cohort size for A level
Cohort size for Vocational
Level 3 VA A level
Overall Attainment

Year 6 into 7 Transition
The transition from Year 6 to 7 is an important time for every student and their
family. At The Harefield Academy you can be assured that students will always
feel special and grow in enthusiasm for their learning. Our Transition
Programme has developed through strong links with our feeder schools.
Children who experience a successful transition grow in confidence and display
higher levels of self-esteem. A recent Year 7 student has described The
Harefield Academy as ‘warm, welcoming and a place where students are
encouraged and supported’.

Year 11 into Sixth Form Transition
In the Sixth Form, our aim is for every student to achieve to the best of their
ability. We are keen for students to make progress but we are always looking to
identify student potential. It is not just about academic success, students need
to be challenged in other ways, to grow spiritually, experience new friendship
groups and be able to consider wider social issues in a mature way. Through
our stimulating and friendly environment, students are given the opportunity
to be informed and reflective citizens. Post 16 life is rich and rewarding. Sixth
Formers become ambassadors for The Academy with high expectations placed
on them. They are expected to be role models for younger students, setting a
good example by way of appearance, dress, and behaviour, with positive
attitudes to learning. We are committed to supporting our students in the
wider field of fostering cultures and social awareness, developing leadership
skills and embracing independent learning. Year 11 students will be supported
in choosing a course that is right for them. High quality teaching will inspire
them and feed their ambition and enthusiasm. The destinations of our former
Sixth Formers are wide-ranging with many heading to undergraduate study at
university, both in the UK and abroad. We also have a number of students who
are offered apprenticeships or further study within employment. Whatever
your child’s aspiration, we will help to support and guide them through the
process of applying.

Pathways
Key Stage Three
Key Stage Three encompasses Years 7 and 8 at The Harefield Academy. During
Key Stage Three we endeavour to support students with a broad and balanced
curriculum. Students study a variety of subjects alongside the core subjects of
Maths, English and Science including: French, Spanish, History, Geography, PE,
Drama, ICT, PSHE, Art, Religious Education and Oracy. Students are guided
throughout Year 8 with their Option choices to support them in following the
most suitable subjects at Key Stage Four.

Key Stage Four
Key Stage Four runs from Year 9 to Year 11 at The Harefield Academy. We allow
students to change Options until Christmas of Year 9 to ensure that they are
happy and they have made the correct course selection. At GCSE all students
study Maths, English, Science (either Combined Science or separate Sciences,
depending on the individual). Students can also opt for a range of subjects
including Business Studies, Drama, Computer Science, History, Geography,
Ethics, French, Spanish, Food Preparation and Nutrition, Sociology, Media and
PE.

Key Stage 5
In Years 12 and 13 students will choose to study A-levels or a more vocational
programme which includes our BTEC sport football development programme.
Students start Year 12 following four subjects and then many reduce to three
subjects once they have experienced the subjects for half a term. Students
receive a programme of PSHE alongside this and are well supported into future
pathways.

Extended Learning and
Extra Curricular Programmes
Our exciting Intervention Programme is offered to students alongside
the daily lessons that students receive at The Academy.
The programme allows students to get ahead with their learning and
experience a wide range of activities in a variety of subjects through
Key Stages 4 and 5 and some specialised targeted intervention in Key
Stage 3.
Some of the sessions offered will be bespoke to particular groups of
students and year groups but the wide majority are for all students or
those studying particular option subjects. Sessions may focus on
improving students’ subject knowledge or examination technique, a
chance to experience a new GCSE subject before options or enjoy fun
and innovative workshops, or having valuable teacher input for
coursework. Please encourage your child to take full advantage of the
sessions on offer and more information will be available on the
Extended Learning page on our website from October onwards.

Careers Education and Guidance
It is vitally important to us that all students are fully supported and
guided through the process of planning their futures. Therefore, our
school aim is to ensure that we offer a fully embedded programme of
Careers Education and Guidance for all students at The Academy from
Year 7 to 13 following the Gatsby Charitable Foundation Benchmarks
where every student and their parents have access to good quality
information about future study options.

We work collaboratively alongside The Education Development Trust
in order to ensure all students have different career guidance
throughout their time at The Academy and students should fully
understand the range of learning opportunities available to them,
both Academic, Vocational routes and Apprenticeships at Post 16 and
18.

Every student has the opportunity to receive careers advice through a
range of mediums including through topics covered in PSHE and
subject specific careers advice, assemblies, external contribution
(EDT), trips and workshops.

For further information regarding the advice, information and
guidance for each Year group please visit the Careers provision page
on our website.

The Friends of the Harefield Academy, known as FOTHA, is a voluntary
group organised by parents and carers of students at The Harefield
Academy and staff.

Throughout the school year they fundraise for The Academy, raising
money for additional equipment and resources to enhance the
teaching and learning of the students.

Please contact Mrs Tracy Ridley-Young at The Academy for further
information on how you can support The Academy by joining the
FOTHA group.

Email Tracy at tridleyyoung@theharefieldacademy.org

Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities

The Harefield Academy is a welcoming inclusive community, aiming
to actively provide an education accessible to all our students by
taking into account their wide diversity of characteristics and needs.
We use the widest definition of disability giving regard both to
physical, curricular and extra-curricular considerations in providing
opportunities in which all students have the opportunity to make
excellent progress.
Our teachers employ high quality teaching methods including both
generic and bespoke differentiation to support the learners in each of
their classes. Students with needs which affect their ability to learn
are placed at the heart of every lesson.
In addition to in-class support from Teaching Assistants we are also
able to provide individual and group support for our most vulnerable
students within the Integrated Learning Centre (ILC).

Uniform at THA
Positive attitudes to learning are promoted across The Harefield Academy, as
being integral to securing great outcomes. We maintain incredibly high
expectations of students’ presentation and uniform, to reflect the pride that
students have in representing The Academy and preparing for learning each
day.
We are very proud of our unique uniform at The Harefield Academy which is
only available from Pullens or via the uniform4kids.com website. Please visit
their website for more information or visit the Pullens shop at 50 High Street,
Northwood, HA6 1BL. Telephone enquiries can be made on 01923 840050.
Students who are in receipt of Free School Meals are entitled to a £50 discount
on school uniform. Further information will be provided on receipt of your Free
School Meals form. (Minimum purchase £60)
www.uniform4kids.com
The Academy Uniform


Black/Russet/Stone striped Blazer



THA polo shirt



THA jumper



THA polo shirt or white shirt and tie, with the additional option of THA pink blouse
(female)



Ties—gold stripe



Black trousers (male)



THA wine pleated skirt or trousers (female)

Shoes
Black formal leather or leather type school shoes are allowed. Coloured stitching or laces
are not permitted. (Boots, trainers and canvas shoes are not acceptable as school shoes
and are not allowed to be worn.)

PE Kit


Navy shorts



Navy polo shirt



Tracksuit bottoms—optional



¼ Zip Tracksuit top—optional



Sports jacket—optional



Navy football socks

The Harefield Academy
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