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December 2019  
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Thank you for your attendance at the Year 9 Parents’ Evening and for taking the time to fill in the 
questionnaire.  Gathering parental feedback through such surveys is incredibly important and informs 
our planning to improve and develop our students’ school experience and progress. We are delighted 
to see that in all areas parents were pleased with how The Academy is performing.    
 
The feedback we received was really positive nearly all Parents/Carers commenting that:  
 

 The school is led and managed effectively.  

 Overall, I am happy with my child’s experience at this school. 

 My child feels safe at this school 

 The school informs of me about my child’s progress  

 There is a good range of subjects available for my child to study. 

 The school supports my child’s wider development 

 When I have raised concerns with the school they have been dealt with properly 
 

 In addition most parents commented that:   
 

 The teaching is good at this school. 

 The school meets my child’s particular needs. 

 They would recommend this school to other parents 
 
A small number of questionnaires commented on the negative behaviour displayed by some students.  
This continues to be an area with a great degree of strategic input and leadership, resulting in Ofsted, 
September 2018, describing the behaviour of students as good.  We do however understand that 
whilst the overarching picture is positive leading to a calm and purposeful learning environment, there 
are still occasions where a minority of students behave in a way that falls short of expectation.  Please 
be assured that our response to such incidents remains aligned to our robust behaviour policy and 
associated Ladder of Consequence and that we escalate appropriately where we deem behaviours to 
be unacceptable or detrimental to the learning of others. 
 
Whilst addressing negative behaviour appropriately we are also relentlessly focused on our drive to 
ensure a consistently positive culture for learning and celebrate excellent attitudes and values.  To this 
end we have increased the number of  Headteacher Reward Breakfasts taking place this academic 
year such that there is one in January and a second in July to celebrate the wonderful work our 
students do and to reward their many achievements.  We will also have the Rewards Celebration 
Extravaganza to Rock Assembly at the end of the year for students who are achieving lots of positive 
rewards.   
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There was also a concern raised about bullying within the questionnaire.  Please be assured that this 
is something taken very seriously at The Academy.  Every year group has a Student Manager, who is a 
non-teaching member of staff that students can report any concerns to as well as their Head of Year 
or Form Tutor. As soon as we are aware of any such behaviours these will always be thoroughly 
investigated and followed up. In order that we can swiftly support students it is also very helpful for 
Parents/Carers to flag concerns as early as possible to avoid matters escalating before coming to our 
attention. 
 
A small number of parents seemed unsure about the equality of trips running within The Academy.    
We have a range of trips which are open to different students this year, including the ski trip to Austria 
April 2020, a football tour to Valencia, Kidzania for Year 8, a day trip to Lille Christmas Market for Years 
8, 9, 10 and 12.  These have been offered to all students.  There are also numerous sporting fixtures 
that further supplement this extra-curricular provision.    There will be more trips on offer as the year 
progresses, to support a wide and broad curriculum offering for all students.  More detail on all trips 
so far this year can be seen in our latest Newsletter which was sent to all parents via In Touch today.  
We are also keen to hear the suggestions of any students or Parents/Carers should there be other 
trips that are keen to be explored.  
 
Should you have any concerns about how your child is doing at The Academy please do contact Mr 
Martin, Head of Year 9, at KMartin@theharefieldacademy.org. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Mrs H Timmins 
Deputy Headteacher  
 
 

mailto:KMartin@theharefieldacademy.org

