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Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
The transition from Key Stage 3 to 4 is an important event in every child’s education involving decisions 
regarding which subjects they wish to continue studying.  At The Harefield Academy we support 
students in preparing for Key Stage 4 with Year 9 running as a transition year to support breadth and 
depth of curriculum and informed GCSE pathway choices.  This allows all students to be able to study 
a broad and balanced Key Stage 3 curriculum and experience option subjects to ensure that they are 
on courses best suited to their skills and abilities by the time they reach Year 10. 
 
In Year 9 your child will study regular weekly lessons in Science, Maths, English, History, Geography, 
French, Core PE and PSHE.  In addition they will study Computer Science, Art, Philosophy and Ethics 
and Food Technology in 2 x 8 week blocks.     Students will then be given the opportunity to experience 
4 option subjects out of six for a transition into Key Stage 4.    Students will need to choose two subjects 
from Block A and two subjects from Block B shown below, which will be taught in 2 x 8 week blocks 
over the year.  
 

Option Block A Option Block B 

Performing Arts Media 

Business Studies Sociology 

Sport BTEC Child Development 

 
This approach will allow all students to experience a range of subjects in advance of making final 
decisions on the GCSE subjects that they would like to follow.  In February 2020 you will receive an 
options booklet for the subjects mentioned above to allow the students to choose.  Final decisions will 
be need to be submitted to the school by Friday 3rd April 2020.    
 
The full options process for choosing GCSE subjects will begin in October 2020 when students are in 
Year 9.  They will be experiencing the subjects they will be asked to choose from and they will begin 
their GCSE studies on the 7th June 2021. 
 
We have moved the Academic Progress meeting to Wednesday 11th March 2020 where there will be 
a talk at 5pm by Mrs Timmins about the Year 9 transition year.  You will also be able to visit all of your 
child’s teachers on the same evening and there will be the opportunity for students and 
Parents/Carers to discuss the subjects that will best maximise students’ opportunities for future 
pathways and facilitate success in these subjects. 
 
Should you require any further information in the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me 
via email at htimmins@theharefieldacademy.org.   I look forward to seeing you on the 11th March 
2020. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Mrs H Timmins  
Deputy Headteacher  
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