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1st March 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
A warm welcome from The Harefield Academy. 
 
We are delighted that your child has been offered a place at The Harefield Academy for 
September 2021 and we are very much looking forward to welcoming you to our thriving 
school community. Although the move from Primary to Secondary school can seem daunting, 
we plan the transition process carefully to ensure that our new students are as excited about 
joining us as we are about meeting them, as well as building new relationships with you as 
parents/carers. 
 
In welcoming you to The Harefield Academy, we look forward to providing your child with a 
platform through which they can reach their full potential and become part of our very special 
community. Our school has gone through a period of significant improvement in recent years 
and we are very proud of the many successes that we are able to celebrate as a result.  This 
includes securing a four-year trend of improving GCSE and post 16 results. We are also 
extremely proud of achievements from staff members, feedback from external visitors and our 
community, further details on this can be found in the flyer in your pack, please do look through 
our #THAPROUD moments, which can be found on our website or our social media platforms. 
Highlights of which include our transition video for our 2020 cohort.  
 
You will see attached to this letter your child’s school lanyard which has in it a handy guide to 
next year’s term dates which in September will be replaced with the student’s bespoke 
timetable and worn with pride around the school. In the lanyard there is also space for you add 
key transition dates, once finalised by Borough. Please be reassured that we remain absolutely 
committed to ensuring a positive and productive programme of transition for your child and 
given recent government guidelines regarding COVID-19 we are confident to be able to deliver 
this as planned. We will be re-arranging our first day schedule for all new students to enable a 
full and complete transition experience. Please do check the school website and 
communication from ourselves for regular updates around the transition timeline. We will 
endeavour to give you as much notice as possible around the feasibility of this date as well as 
opportunities for both face to face and through our credited virtual platforms. 
 
Currently it remains our intention to provide a summer school transition event in August, 
details of which will follow in future communications. As this event is taking place towards the 
end of the summer, we remain hopeful that we will be able to continue with this event.  
 
Please do take some time to visit our website and familiarise yourself with our wonderful staff, 
they are keen to welcome you all to THA. Part of our transition programme also includes 
Academy staff getting to know the students. As a small school, we pride ourselves in knowing 
each of our students and building strong relationships with all our community. As such, we 
would encourage your child to create a letter to their Head of Year, which tells us a little more  
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about their interests, achievements etc. There is a template on the school website on our 
transitions/admissions page and completed letters can be then emailed to 
gaynor.mccallum@theharefieldacademy.org   We are extremely excited to learn all about our 
new Year 7 cohort! 
 
Within your lanyard you will also see our THA values outlined. We truly believe that these 
characteristics help shape our students into upstanding members of the community and it 
would be wonderful to introduce your child to the importance of these before they formally 
begin their time at THA. We have placed a creative task on the school website on the 
Transition/ admissions page where your child can explore any one of our values through an 
artistic task of their choice. We will display these on the first academic day and ensure prizes 
are awarded for effort and creativity.  
 
We do hope you get an opportunity to share with your child the lovely welcome letter written 
three of our current students, sharing their experiences at The Harefield Academy. As well as 
a QR code for you to access last years ‘settling in’ video. Which allows you see what your child 
may be up to in their first term as a member of our thriving school community. 
 
Please be reassured that we wish to continue to ensure the transition process is smooth and 
supportive for both yourself and your child and as such key members of the transition team 
will be communicating with you all individually. This will be in place of the advertised one to 
one meeting scheduled for June. If you are aware that your child has an additional learning 
need, please contact Mrs. Monaghan, our SENDCo, via her email at 
pmonaghan@theharefieldacademy.org 
 
In April you will receive your next important communication which contains important 
documentation which will need to be signed by yourself and your child.  
 
In the meantime, if you have any questions regarding transition, please contact Mr Bourne 
rbourne@theharefieldacademy.org  or Mrs McCallum 
gaynor.mccallum@theharefieldacademy.org  in the first instance. 
 
We would also welcome any questions via our THA school Twitter account- please use the 
hashtag #THAtransition2021, this will enable us to work as an online community to support 
each other with any questions and answers and will be a great way for us to communicate 
frequently.  
 
Best wishes, 

 
 

Tash Hurtado  
Headteacher 
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