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16th December 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Please see information from Mrs Carey, Deputy Headteacher, with guidance on support 
systems for keeping your children safe during the Christmas period. 
 
Christmas Facebook Live on keeping children safe, offline and on phones, games & devices 
          
Some of our students will be lucky enough to receive new devices, games consoles and phones 
for Christmas. Many of the rest will have access in one way or another to internet-enabled 
devices. We all want to ensure that everyone in our school community has a safe Christmas 
holiday, online and beyond.  We encourage the positive use of technology at school and often 
talk about the fun that goes on in lessons, but we also discuss the scary things too throughout 
the year. As we approach the holidays, why not find out about how parents can help – whether 
by setting parental time and age controls (before you wrap new ones), or simply by finding out 
more about what’s going on? 
 
There will be a Facebook Live drop-in for parents on Monday 20 December 7pm on the 
@LGfLDigiSafe channel talking about staying safe online and offline too – what to worry about 
and what not, and how to have difficult conversations at home. There will also be discussion 
of how parents can help with bullying, relationships, criminal and sexual exploitation and 
simply starting tricky conversations! 
 
Sign up now by heading to facebook.com/LGfLDigiSafe/posts where you can click ‘Interested’ 
/ ‘Going’ on the post to receive a reminder when it is about to go live. You may wish to visit the 
parentsafe.lgfl.net website where you will find many of the resources that will be presented to 
you on the evening. 
 
Please also remember before buying Christmas presents that games, series and films (including 
on Netflix!) have age ratings linked to their content, not their difficulty (we often forget for 
games that they are also rated 18 for the same reasons as films - language, sex and violence). 
 
             Suicide and Self Harm Prevention organisation - R;pple. 
 
In addition to this, we would also like to make all Parents/Carers aware that we have recently 
installed software at THA created by a Suicide Prevention organisation called R;pple.  
 
The aim of this organisation and their software tool is to intercept any related computer 
searches that are connected to suicide and/or self-harm and automatically generate a visual 
support message to the person, as well as provide a directory of services/numbers to receive 
immediate support. This is something that is available to all, for free and should you wish to 
find out more for home devices, please follow this 
link  https://www.ripplesuicideprevention.com/ 
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Staff at The Harefield Academy continue in their commitment to providing and sign-posting 
support around the mental health and wellbeing of all of our Academy community and this 
software will further develop this priority. 
 
Please contact any member of The Safeguarding Team should you have any queries or 
concerns relating to the safety of a young person. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
The Harefield Academy  
 
 
 


