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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I am sure you will have been watching the Prime Minister’s address to the nation on Sunday 
to hear about the next steps in moving towards a gradual release of lockdown arrangements.  
The link to the full speech is below as well as the FAQ content pertaining to schools. 
 
The current indicator, backed by the 50 page supporting document today, is that plans are 
currently more focused on a return of primary aged children in the first instance but that it is 
hoped Year 10 and 12 will have some face to face time with their teachers prior to the 
summer.  We share this hope and are indeed busy planning to make such a return for 
students as safe and valuable as possible.  It should be noted that all Government timeframes 
remain fluid and may change in response to the developing nature of the virus.  We will be 
flexible and supportive of opening the school as narrowly or widely as we are directed to and 
will of course focus on a safe return for each year group as it becomes applicable.  Please be 
assured that we will communicate in explicit detail about arrangements once we are working 
to a clearer time frame and will work closely with families to answer any concerns. 
 
Some of the logistical changes we are addressing which will be shared in more detail in due 
course include: 
 

 Staggered start and finish times to support social distancing on transport into school. 

 Staggered and modified social times to support social distancing. 

 Amended curriculum plans to minimise activities which may increase the likelihood of 

infection transmission (e.g. use of gym equipment and contact sports). 

 Reduced class sizes to facilitate social distancing in the classroom. 

 Amended timetables. 

 Amended Behaviour policy and Ladder of Consequence to enforce effective 

compliance with social distancing expectations. 

 ‘COVID-safe’ hygiene standards (deep cleaning of the site, strong focus on regular 

handwashing, wide availability of anti- bacterial hand sanitiser). 

 Implementation of a one way system in the school to minimise social contact 

between lessons. 

 Full support of the test and trace strategy such that where staff or members of their 

household have symptoms of Covid-19, they will be referred for an antigen test and 

will not be able to work during the period of infection or quarantine.   
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In addition, given the extension of the home learning period, Mrs Timmins and Mrs Williams 
will be in touch in the next few days to explain some changes in the nature of work that will 
be set at home.  This is to support students in engaging in learning effectively and to ensure 
we are using all opportunities to understand where gaps in learning may emerge, such that 
we are well poised to support students effectively when they return to school. 
 
Wishing you all well, 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Tash Hurtado, Headteacher 
 
Please see below links to key Government explanatory documents including one relevant 
section separated out below for ease of reference. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/our-plan-to-rebuild-the-uk-governments-
covid-19-recovery-strategy 
 
Coronavirus outbreak FAQs: what you can and can’t do 
 
6.1 Can children go back to early years settings, schools or university? 
We initially urge those who are currently eligible to use school provision (children of critical 
workers and vulnerable children) to attend. As soon as it is safe to do so we will bring more 
year groups back to school in a phased way when it is safe to have larger numbers of children 
within schools, but not before. Keeping children and staff safe is our utmost priority. 
Schools should prepare to begin opening for more children from 1 June. The government 
expects children to be able to return to early years settings, and for Reception, Year 1 and 
Year 6 to be back in school in smaller class sizes from this point. 
Secondary schools and further education colleges should also prepare to begin some face to 
face contact with Year 10 and 12 pupils who have key exams next year, in support of their 
continued remote, home learning. 
The government’s ambition is for all primary school children to return to school before the 
summer for a month if feasible. 
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